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‘Believe in the light while you
have the light, so that you may
become children of light.’
John 12:36
The dewy sheen on a spider’s web, the
glint on the edge of a glass, the penumbra
around a silhouette… Light itself cannot
be seen. It is the effect of light, that which
is illuminated, that is so often the focus of
our gaze. Yet we can all recognise light,
this unseen thing that enables us to see.
More than this, light is essential for us to
live, illuminating and sustaining the world
around us.
Of course, I am not just talking about physical
light here. As followers of Jesus we know it is
the light of Christ that ultimately illuminates
and sustains the world, and it is this dual
process of light that is the focus of our issue
of inMission this quarter. Here you will read
about the ways in which the global church is
sharing the light of Christ, being a living light
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Believe in the light

Cover Image: Spiral stained glass decors through the roof

in the world today. You will read of the ways in
which we need to shine a light upon ourselves
as we seek to share God’s light here at home.
And you will discover that to be a living light
requires us to be active not passive, thinking
not presuming.
In John’s gospel, Jesus called the disciples
to believe in him so that they would ‘become
children of light’, an extension of his light.
This is an invitation to participate in the great
privilege of the church – to be ‘living light’. I
hope that in these pages you find yourselves
inspired and called to think again about
the ways we can all be living lights for God,
wherever we find ourselves today.
Emma Lutton
Editor

Image: Bishop Aime Joseph and his wife, Benigne, at the Church Leaders’ conference St Donard’s
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Shining in Christ’s kaleidoscopic church
Images of light permeate the Bible at numerous junctures and in
a whole raft of ways. From metaphors of the Spirit within us as a
lamp through to an analogy of Christ himself as the Light of the
world, this motif is one of the richest in all Scripture.
In choosing ‘Living Light’ as our theme this
year, we are intentionally courting this array
of imagery, which gives breadth and depth
to our avenues of exploration. Remembering
that Christ is the Light of the world, we hope
to explore stories from the global church
of people drawn to Jesus and ignited by his
light. Remembering that we are ‘people of
light’, as Paul tells us in Ephesians, we hope
to show the many ways in which Christ’s light
is refracted by the church into the world,
producing ‘what is good and right and true’.
And remembering that the Spirit within
each of us is a lamp that ‘sheds light’ in our
innermost being (Proverbs 20:27), we hope
to consider the ways in which Christ’s light
exposes darkness and corruption.
Of course, the uncomfortable reality of this
last facet of Christ’s light is that it shines
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into hidden places, into that darkness within
ourselves that we are often reluctant to see.
We may think we are living lives that are ‘good
and right and true’, yet we can so easily fall
into presumptions that lead us to the opposite.
I was challenged by my own presumptions
recently when listening to Dr Jay Matenga of
World Evangelical Alliance who explored the
idea of mission and the complicated history of
missionary projects. His words prompted me
to reflect on my own cultural perspective. So
often we western people (or ‘industrial’ people,
as Dr Matenga terms us), assume that our good
intentions are just that – good.
This prompted some questions about things
I have uncritically assumed to be good. Take
partnership, for example. Partnership is a good
thing, isn’t it? Yes, of course it is. Except that so

Introducing CMSI’s new annual theme
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often it is complicated by the agendas we set.
Progress is good, right? Well, not when you are
trapped in a framework that judges progress
by commercial consumptive standards. What
about stewardship? Surely that can only be an
honourable task, to steward God’s creation
with care and attention, making the ground
sustainable for future generations. Our answer,
of course, should once again be yes. But too
often our unspoken assumption is that the world
must be stewarded only to sustain economic
models predicated on perpetual growth that
benefits those of us in positions of power.
When faced with these questions, I realised
that I had unwittingly assumed an industrial
approach to the world around me which is not
always as good as I had so readily assumed.
It is with this realisation, then, that we should
turn to other nations and peoples. The privilege
afforded to us as part of the global church is that

“

‘The spirit of a person
is the lamp of the
Lord, searching all the
innermost parts.’
Proverbs 20:27

we are able to see the light of Christ working
in different ways to our Western industrial
approach. We get to learn from other Christian
communities, shaped by covenant rather than
contract, communities where the journey with
God is as important as the final destination.
This engagement with one another and with
God is not our natural default position. We
need help in learning a new way of seeing.
We need light from other quarters to help
illuminate this path for us.
The global church is filled with light, a different
light to the one we are used to. It is with
expectation as children of light – as those
guided by the lamp of God’s exposure – that
we hope to learn from one another this year.
And so, with this new season, let us celebrate
and find joy in the kaleidoscopic light of the
global church that will bring a new beauty into
the world for the sake of Christ.
Emma Lutton
Communications Coordinator

Images: Top – Kingdom Voices, St Donard’s, Transformation seminar
Bottom – Bishop Elisha Tendwa, Uvira DR Congo, in conversation with Bishop George Davison
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A long exposure

“

‘We all know the
consequences
of war?’

Bishop Tendwa and each and every Christian
in the church in Eastern Congo know the
consequences of war from long exposure
to it. It traces its indelible lines through the
lives of their parents, grandparents and great
grandparents all the way back to a corrupt and
grossly violent colonial power.
Bishop Tendwa’s neighbours are families
of the Banyamulenge people group. They
are living in makeshift homes in Uvira town
because they have been targeted for attack
in their villages. Across the border in Rwanda
the Banyamulenge are known as Tutsi’s. For
how long have they known the consequence
of war? So long, that we in Ireland already
know their name and some of their story;
one which did not stop 28 years ago at the
end of the genocide in Rwanda. According to
reports from the church in Uvira, ‘their men
are brutally executed, people are burned alive,
women and young girls are raped daily’.

a long exposure
The light of truth
I am thinking of one of those long exposure photographs
of the night sky that shows the stars as if they are stripes of
light in the dark dome. With a camera set to let the light in,
over hours or even minutes, rather than parts of a second, the
journey of stars across the sky is traced for us – to see with
our eyes what was once only taught to us in science class.
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Image: Orphan children staying in parish centre July 22

Two days ago I received the following
message from Bishop Tendwa, who works
alongside Bishop Bahati in Bukavu Diocese in
Eastern Congo:
‘Today fighting is still happening in
Mulenge area in South Kivu in Itombwe
of my Archdeaconary. We all know the
consequences of war.’
We all know the consequences of war?
I know the consequences of war as taught in a
history class or geography lesson, or perhaps
from the news.

There is a photograph from Bishop Tendwa
which is so graphic I cannot share it. I thought
a brief description might be helpful, but
when I tried to count the bodies strewn in
two misshapen lines I realised that those
lines carry on beyond where my eye can
see. Uncountable bodies, unmentionable
catastrophic injuries, missing parts.
Locally these bodies are hailed, by some,
as a sign of victory over the aggressor from
somewhere else – Rwanda, or Burundi.
Pity for the displaced Banyamulenge is not
a given amongst the members of Bishop
Tendwa’s parishes.
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‘The unfolding of your
words gives light; it gives
understanding’
Psalm 119: 130
Unfolding is such a beautiful word to express
how we come to know God. Knowing comes
not from a moment of enlightenment but
rather a long intentional exposure to God’s
light. Long exposure to the light of God’s word,
and life with Jesus, the word become flesh,
brings a new perspective, a tracing of light and
growth through the journey of our lives. And the
responses of people of faith in Eastern Congo
demonstrate not only a long exposure to war,
but also long exposure to the word of God and
the company of Christ in living through war.
Bishop Tendwa visits his neighbours with
food and supplies – they happen to be
Banyamulenge, many of them are Methodists,
his brothers and sisters in Christ. They are
people his other neighbours may blame for
bringing war to Uvira. He also sits with the
military posted nearby, their aim to keep
peace, in this particular time and place, in the
great stream of historic violence. Sometimes
the Bishop prays with them. At Easter they
celebrated the resurrection together, what
a radical light to shine in a situation of daily
conflict! The Bishop goes back to his parishes
and proclaims forgiveness, love and grace for
all, even the Banyamulenge. Parishioners bring
what they can to help him feed and care for
the Banyamulenge children who have been
orphaned by the war. There is no system of
care for these children, the parish hall is their
home for now, the Bishop their guardian and
people of a sometimes opposing group their
caretakers. All this compassion, faith-sharing,
care in the face of complex relationships is also
a consequence of war, but only because of
exposure to the light of Christ.

These were the words of the bishop to me on
the day he sent that graphic photograph and
assumed that I might know anything about the
consequences of war:
‘This is not something that any
government should close its eyes to.
We urge the government of the DRC to
intervene immediately and stop these
massacres. We urge the international
community, especially those who we
consider to be friends of DRC, to intervene
and stop these massacres. We should not
stand up only when it is about regime
change or business opportunities. We
must stand up even in times of need like
these. Otherwise, our double standards
and hypocrisy will be crystal clear.’
We have a physical reflex to turn our heads
and shut our eyes when exposed to bright
light. Our faith calls us to something different.
We are called to allow for long exposure to
the light of truth. We are called to expose
these injustices in our world for others to see
and to also act. And we are called to take a
long hard look at ourselves, our churches and
our nations in the broad day light to expose
where we are culpable, where our prejudices
perpetrate conflict, where our compassion
wears thin. May the unfolding of God’s light
bring us understanding, and cause us to
expose the darkness.

And for us, what will be the result of this brief
exposure to the war in Eastern Congo?

Linda Abwa
Partnership Coordinator
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Image: Bishop Tendwa and peace keeping soldiers

shining out
Igniting hope in Uganda
Peterson’s mother was deeply worried – she had noticed a
swelling on Peterson’s head. Each day it grew a little larger until
it looked as if it might burst. He was only a few months old.
Page 9
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Thankfully someone told her about Chilli
Children, a centre run by the church offering
help and rehabilitation for children with
disabilities. There she met Evas. Puzzled by the
swelling, Evas referred Peterson to hospital
for investigations and sent them off with a
prayer. Infection was ruled out and they were
discharged. However, the swelling continued
and the mother worried and prayed and kept
in touch with Evas. Eventually one evening, the
swelling burst. They needed to get to hospital.
Evas facilitated a swift surgical investigation
which revealed an old skull fracture in the
process of healing. Though still under review,
Peterson’s swelling has stopped.
In the midst of deep anxiety, Peterson’s mother
was touched by the prayers, care and compassion
shown by Evas and her staff. She told them:
‘I am humbled and overwhelmed by
God’s grace in healing my child. I give
thanks for Chilli Children. In my troubles,
I have learnt how to pray unceasingly. I
have seen how prayer changes things.
I had lost hope that my child would
recover, but he has been restored to life
– abundant life! God is my rock and I am
leaning on Him. Long live Peterson! May
you grow and be fruitful, for the Lord has
chosen you and appointed you to go and
produce lasting fruit!’

Paul is one young man who was drawn to
Shalom’s refuge and life-giving light. Through
the care, compassion and commitment of
those working there, Paul’s faith grew deep and
strong. Paul shared a little of his story with us at
CMSI, a story of courage, forgiveness and hope
that was enabled by his relationship with God:

Evas’ response: ‘This was amazing grace!’
Shining brightly, Peterson’s mother is praising
God and has become Chilli Children’s best
ambassador. Evas, too, is a shining light.
Through her determined work and witness,
people are drawn to Chilli Children. There they
find hope and help.
In CMS Ireland we believe that Jesus is the
source of light and life. As a result, we support
projects that not only offer practical help but
also witness to Jesus’ redeeming power to
transform people from the inside out.
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Another such partner project is Shalom
Reconciliation Ministry in Kotido, NW Uganda,
an area that has suffered ethnic conflict and
insecurity for many years. It is a beautiful
but harsh environment. Traditionally, people
are cattle keepers living semi-nomadic lives.
Rainbow Mike grew up in Kotido and saw
first-hand the challenges faced by his people.
Instead of standing by, a deep commitment to
God compelled him to act. Inspired by his faith
in response to adversity, he set up Shalom.

Images: Top - Evas with Chilli children families / Bottom - Peterson now much more comfortable

‘I salute you in the name of our lord
Jesus Christ. I am Lowee Paul from
Kacheri Sub County in Kotido District.
I have a physical disability and was
rejected by my stepfather. Along with
his friends, he offered me to the gods as
a sacrifice by throwing me into the river
to drown. I cried to Jesus to save me
and he helped me out of the wild river.
I crawled on my knees for 3km before
a car stopped and the driver took me
to Kotido town. Some people told me
about Rainbow Mike who welcomed
me and gave me a home in Shalom. I
received a good education and Shalom
staff helped me gain employment
skills in fashion design, specialising
in knitting. Shalom supported me to
join the Vocational school in February

Image: Lowee Paul with a jumper he made

2021. I am learning to use the knitting
machine and can make school jumpers.
‘I now have hope to make it in life
because of the spiritual, emotional
and physical support of Shalom. I have
gained hope, life skills and general
knowledge for survival. I am no longer
vulnerable despite my physical state.
‘I have made friends with other youths
with physical disabilities like mine. My
confidence has grown because I have
seen what they have achieved.
‘In year 2013, Matthew 6:14 changed
my heart. I read, “If you forgive other
people when they sin against you, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you”.
‘Jesus asked me to forgive my mother
and stepfather for what they did to me. I
forgave them and reconciled with them.
I now live with them during school
holiday. I thank God for healing my
heart and for showing me how much he
loves me.’
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The light that never goes out

Paul and Rainbow both radiate the light and
love of Christ. Light attracts, light exposes and
light banishes darkness.
Many years ago I was living in Kampala at a time
when electricity was severely rationed. We used
hurricane oil lamps for light. The lighting and use
of hurricane lamps is an art. They need careful
management. The wick has to be trimmed and
set yet, as they burn, the glass will slowly cloud
with soot and the light will slowly dim. Each
morning I sat on the step with my friend Cissy to
clean the lamp glass – a messy, oily job. Regular
cleaning ensures that light radiates.
We read in Luke 11: 33,35-36:
‘No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place
where it will be hidden, or under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, so that
those who come in may see the light.
See to it, then, that the light within you
is not darkness. Therefore, if your whole
body is full of light, and no part of it dark,
it will be just as full of light as when a
lamp shines its light on you.’
While Chilli Children and Shalom Reconciliation
Ministry offer practical support, it was in these
spaces of renewal and hope that Peterson’s
mother, Evas, Paul and Rainbow tended to
the light of Christ in their lives – a light that is
shining brightly and transforming lives.
Lord, show me where your light within me is
being obstructed, polish me up and help me to
keep shining brightly that others may be drawn
to you.

‘You, Lord, keep my
lamp burning’
Psalm 18:28

Jenny Smyth
Mission Director
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the light that never
goes out...
Legacies of light
The vision and work of both Evas and
Rainbow Mike has been supported
through legacy gifts received by CMS
Ireland. Gifts in wills come to us as
unexpected blessings, enabling help
in places we may otherwise be unable
to support. Some people choose to
designate where and how their gift should
be used and we ensure that their wishes
are respected. Remembering CMS Ireland
in your will is a way to ensure that, in the
twilight of your life, new hope will dawn
for someone somewhere else. Visit the
Will to Give website for guidance on how
to leave a charitable gift in your will:
www.willtogive.org

Image: Rainbow Mike Okidi

‘The Word gave life to everything that was created
and his life brought light to everyone’.
John 1:4
In parts of Nepal, child malnutrition is a serious problem. CMSI
Mission Associate, Deirdre Zimmerman, works closely with
the Nepali-run Child Nutrition NGO, Nutrition Promotion
Consultancy Services. She is supporting them in their efforts to
address this issue.
In parts of Nepal, child malnutrition is a serious
problem. CMSI Mission Associate, Deirdre
Zimmerman, works closely with the Nepalirun Child Nutrition NGO, Nutrition Promotion
Consultancy Services. She is supporting them
in their efforts to address this issue.

Image: NPCS trainer with baby

Deirdre shares a passion with her close friend
Roshani Shrestha, NPCS’s director, a passion
to see families with young children thrive.
Through these women, the light of Christ is
radiating into the community and amazing
transformation is occurring in some of the
most remote parts of Nepal.
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The light that never goes out

The NPCS staff are skilled, taking care and
using their expertise to help others. With
Deirdre’s input and guidance, a new 3-year
Community Nutrition Programme is taking
root in the Terai region of south-east Nepal.
This venture is funded through CMSI by Misean
Cara and link parishes, with co-funding from
the Wesley Foundation, Japan. The Terai
region is very hot and dusty, with the highest
levels of child malnutrition in the country.
Community health care is hard work which is
compounded by language barriers; the local
ethnic groups speak north Indian dialects such
as Maithili rather than Nepali. There are also
very strong cultural traditions which include
hundreds of caste divisions and the tendency
for women not to be allowed out of their
homes, as well as a lack of family planning
(particularly amongst Muslim groups).
Despite these challenges the NPCS team have
completed nutrition project training with
260 local health workers, young mothers and
teachers. Indeed, a fifth of children under 5
years of age have been enrolled in the Growth
Monitoring Programme in the area – 1,619
children and still counting.
Witnessing the unfolding of this project is
tremendously encouraging to see. We rejoice
to think of all the young mothers and children
whose lives are being touched. Through
the smiles on their faces and the changes in
behaviour that are the secret to improved
outcomes, I sense the light of Christ is being
reflected into this community through the
collaboration of Christian and Hindu working
together. This is a sign of the grace of God,
who willingly works through people made in
his image, whether they are Christian or not.
For Biblical examples of this think of Ruth
the widowed Moabitess, faithfully supporting
her bereaved mother-in-law Naomi (Ruth
1:16-17), or Cornelius the pre-Christian Roman
Officer who in Acts chapter 10 is praised for
worshipping God, helping the Jewish people
and ‘constantly praying’.
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‘The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness
can never extinguish it’.

‘The light of SDSS
is living out the
witness of Christ’

John 1:5
Many of you will know about Sundar Dhoka
Saathi Sewa, the Nepali social outreach
organisation SDSS. CMSI’s Global Partner, BJ,
has dedicated her life to serving the poor in
the name of Christ through SDSS. Motivated
by her faith and her late husband, BA, this
‘Beautiful Gate Serving Friends’ remained open
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, bringing
hope to countless numbers of people on the
margins of society. BJ worked tirelessly to
help those living with disabilities, pregnant and
breastfeeding mothers, the poorest folk who
were hit hardest by long lockdowns and illness.
Many of our Nepal-linked supporters followed
BJ’s story of suffering and bereavement
between November 2021 and February 2022,
when BA contracted Covid himself and
tragically became severely ill. We prayed
earnestly for a miracle of healing but were
utterly cast down when – after the best

Image: Terai Women participating in NPCS programme

possible medical care – BA sadly passed
away. Devastated by this news, we could
only imagine the pain and grief felt by BJ, her
wider family circle and all the team at SDSS
and SD Church.
Despite this experience of darkness and loss,
however, BJ was not overcome. She has
determined to be a person who continues to
shine out the light of Christ, continuing the
legacy of her late husband.
Soon after returning to her role and to all
the ministries of love and support that SDSS
offers, BJ sent a report from the Child Heart
and Rehabilitation Project which SDSS had
been running in collaboration with Sindhuli
and Dhading Hospitals over the previous
11 months. Through a process of training,
orientation and screening, 22 children were
identified as having serious healthcare needs.
These children and their carers were then

referred to SDSS who welcomed them to their
residential centre in Kathmandu, ‘navigating’
them through a range of treatments including
outpatient consultation, physiotherapy and
surgical interventions.
Two of these children were cousins Ram
Krishna and Som Bahadur who sustained
multiple fractures falling onto hard rocks
when climbing a tree to pick bayberries. As
their parents were unable to afford treatment,
the hospital referred them to SDSS who
oversaw their care at the National Trauma
Centre Emergency Department in Kathmandu.
Ram Krishna required multiple surgeries and
physiotherapy sessions. For almost a year
he was helped through his treatment and
rehabilitation, provided with a wheelchair and
given regular physiotherapy by the SDSS Child
Rehabilitation Officer AB. He is now back on
his feet, no longer wheelchair-bound, and
has started school again! The light of SDSS is
living out the witness of Christ, shining ‘in the
darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish
it' (John 1:5).

Image: Deirdre Zimmerman with NPCS director, Roshani, and colleagues

Roger Thompson
Partnership Coordinator
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In their darkest hour

Helen Livingston, from Belvoir Parish, is ANM’s
secretary. She writes:

in their darkest hour
Christ’s light with refugees in Belfast
It’s impossible to miss the news reports about people fleeing conflicts from all around the world.
For almost all refugees, to flee means to leave in such haste that your only possessions are those
that can be carried on your back. The fear and trembling involved in exiting a warzone doesn’t
bear thinking about, never mind the practical issues of survival with no provisions or shelter.

Receiving people in such a state is, of course, the
daily reality for many of CMSI’s Global Partners.
But it’s not only in far-flung places that people are
seeking refuge. It’s happening here, at home in
Ireland, sometimes on our very doorsteps. As God’s
people, we too are called to draw close to others
and share the light of Christ in their time of need.
Consequently, we at CMS Ireland have developed
an exciting new partnership with All Nations
Ministries (ANM). The pandemic and restrictions
imposed for travel have afforded us the
opportunity to take a step back and think about
other ways of being God’s Global Church on this
island. We may be land bound but that doesn’t
mean we can’t be intentionally ‘missional’.
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When we asked ourselves what God might be
trying to say to us, we sensed an opportunity.
Could God’s global church be calling us to
link together, here at home? CV-19 may have
restricted our travel but refugees were already in
our midst. And they kept on coming.
Over the last two years there has been a huge
influx of refugees from Africa and the Middle East.
Organisations such as All Nations Ministries and
local Churches provided a gateway to help connect
us with those from other places and allow us to
continue to walk alongside and learn from others.
Our aim in partnering with ANM is to provide
missional opportunities. Anyone wanting to
volunteer and engage with refugees and asylum

Image: All Nations Ministries community allotment with Helen Livingston

seekers is afforded that chance with ANM. It is
the work of the local Church to be God’s hands
and feet in this context. We at CMSI and other
organisations such as ANM, can help to broker
partnerships, enabling and encouraging the local
Church to engage with what is happening on the
ground. Another bonus for us is that teams and
those going overseas can gain some cross-cultural
experience before they head off!
Indeed, CMSI has gifted ANM half a day of
my time each week to use me as they see fit.
This includes some administration and, at
present, I am helping out at St Stephen’s Parish
on the Shankill Road participating in English
conversation classes for refugee women. ANM
recognise that they can’t do it alone. They need
help. Throughout the past two years cooperation
with churches, the PSNI in North Belfast and
other ministries has become more important
than ever in aiding them in their work. Offers of
help, referrals and funding have fostered new
relationships, and strengthened others.
News headlines and statics can prevent people
from being seen. The individuals and families
behind the numbers have endured horrendous
circumstances to reach our shores. As God’s
people, we believe it is essential that our refugee
friends are seen. Their talents, their generosity
of spirit, their experiences offer us so much. Not
only can we learn from listening to their stories
but we can benefit from their rich skill set, a skill
set that should be nurtured in order to aid and
assist others in crisis.

Image: Stuart Burnham - Cultural Sensitisation Seminar

‘It’s been exciting talking to refugees and
hearing their stories – God has had his people
in the right places at the right times, as they
have journeyed through Europe. One lady
from Yemen came to faith in Greece through
Christians there. [She] is now being discipled
in her faith by Arabic speaking Christians
here, in Belfast. God is at work, and ultimately
we want the light of Christ to shine through
His people so that any who come across our
path, come to faith in Him.’
Often, it’s the little things we do that become the
important things in retrospect. In sharing Christ’s
light with refugees arriving here, lives are being
changed. Through love in action, Christ is being
seen. Welcome days at Orangefield Presbyterian;
families living in local hostels being hosted by
churches like St Colman’s, Kilroot, and St John’s,
Ballycarry; hearts and buildings opened to ANM
by St Michael’s & St Stephen’s Parish, along with St
George’s Parish; a clothing store in St Katherine’s
Parish: these are but some of the ways in which
God’s people are demonstrating His light and love
throughout Belfast.
So watch this space! It’s been fantastic to see how
God has brought a whole range of people together
– rays of different lights – to shine together and
radiate across Belfast. Please continue to pray that
those from other places will see this light of God
and be transformed by it.
Gillian Maganda
Personnel Manager
If you would like to be part of ANM’s
venture, please email anm.belfast@gmail.
com or telephone 0788685412 for more
information. Volunteering opportunities
include: ‘Welcoming & Befriending’; English
conversation classes; teaching English;
sewing classes; administration; youth work;
driving and deliveries; upcycling bicycles;
‘Clothing & Food’ store.
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experiences from the partners. Mother’s
Union joined with Tearfund Ireland to
discuss the issue of gender-based violence
– a problem that is painfully felt in all parts
of the world today. Indeed, in some of the
communities represented, every woman
has personally experienced such trauma.

The Kingdom Voices conference in
the middle of August was a weeklong celebration of what it means to
be part of God’s global church. Being
together in the flesh rather than across
phone lines or computer screens
made the sense of partnership and
community feel real and rich and deep.
Tuesday’s events at Tobar Mhuire allowed
the partners of CMS Ireland and SAMS
Ireland to explore together how we can
continue to foster strong and healthy
links across the globe – the things that
work well for everyone involved. It
was a day of listening and learning and
loving one another. The song ‘God is
so good’, sung in a range of languages
from Swahili and Arabic to French,
Irish and beyond, became a recurring
soundtrack to the events of the day.
The power of story in helping us make
the imaginative leap from here to there
was only enhanced through the hearing
and telling of a multiplicity of personal
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On Wednesday, the five marks of mission
shaped the programme at St Donard’s
parish in Belfast. This scaffold allowed a
wide range of voices to be heard and aided
church leaders in their thinking about how
we can all better tell, teach, tend, transform
and treasure. Again we discovered afresh
the ways in which we all impact one
another without even realising it. Our
actions here affect global markets and the
environment, causing a ripple effect that is
being felt most strongly in forgotten places.

Connect with All Nations Ministries
We were delighted to partner with ANM in
a family fun day to conclude our Kingdom
Voices week. If you would like to be involved in
continuing the work of Kingdom Voices, why not
connect with All Nations Ministries? Their work
here, in Belfast, brings the wider world much
closer to home. Telephone 0788685412 or email
anm.belfast@gmail.com for more information.

Upcoming events
Prayer room resumes on Wednesday
5th October at 1pm and will continue to
meet online on the first Wednesday of
each month.

The five marks of mission
Friday evening at St Anne’s Cathedral
celebrated the heart of global mission.
With voices raised as one, praising God
in glorious harmony, the culmination
of the Kingdom Voices conference
gave us all a glimpse of heaven.
Though many of the stories shared voiced
challenges faced by church leaders, the
sense of hope and possibility available
to those who seek to follow God was
the resounding message of events. Can
we cultivate a more holy imagination,
one which will find chinks for the light
to penetrate the dark corners in our
own communities? With this challenge,
we venture forth into this new year
with theme of living lights, refuelled
to shine more brightly than ever as
the result of time spent together.

Image: Bishop Masimango and his wife Naomie leading the ‘teach’ mark of mission seminar

The Five Marks of Mission are an important statement on mission. During Kingdom Voices
week we considered how each of us can apply the Marks of Mission in our neighbourhoods.
They express the Anglican Communion’s common commitment to, and understanding of,
God’s holistic and integral mission. The mission of the Church is the mission of Christ.

Teach:
nurture new believers

Tell:
share the Good News
of the Kingdom

Tend:
offer loving service

Treasure:
safeguard and care
for creation

Transform:
address injustice and
promote reconciliation

Thank you to everyone who has contributed ideas as we develop our new
Strategic Plan 2022-2027. There will be opportunity at ignite to find out
how this is shaping up!
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Saturday 17th September
Dromantine Conference Centre
(Extra residential Friday 16th September)

Register at www.cmsireland.org/events

It’s not too late to book for Ignite.
This is a great opportunity to keep global lights
shining brightly. Kingdom Voices will continue to
resound at Ignite this year.

Dublin
Church of Ireland House, Church Ave, Rathmines, Dublin D06 CF67
Tel +353 (0) 1497 0931 Email dublinoffice@cmsireland.org
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