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2025 Buoyed Up

PoA: creating conditions for justice
Representing Christ in the Middle Eastern and the different 
national contexts across the Province of Alexandria demands 
care and courage. Rebekah Eklund from Maryland, USA, 
said “peacemakers must consider not only how to make 
peace, but how to create the conditions that make 
violence less likely.” This year the Province of Alexandria has 
demonstrated how the church might create conditions for 
justice even in situations where their witness is restricted.
 
Cairo’s two Anglican hospitals are forging ahead to make 
improvements in line with new government standards, 
creating better care for patients and also excellence in 
compliance. The Prison ministry team has diligently cared 
for and ministered to hundreds of prisoners, and support 
for Sundanese refugees in Cairo has been ongoing through 
education, medical and legal assistance. In Alexandria, Rev. 
Mina has continued to create conditions where young 
people gain hope for their futures, reducing the risk of them 
being trafficked or joining boats to Europe.
 
CMSI has partnered with PoA in all these efforts to create 
conditions for justice through: financial support for a 
portable X-ray machine for Sadat City hospital; securing 
Bishops’ Appeal support for Prison Ministry; prayerful and 
financial support for Sudanese students at NBIC and St. 
Raphael school; and ministry visits to St. Raphael School and 
Christ the King Center, Alexandria.
 
We thank God for our link parishes and our partners in the 
PoA for their strategic ministry, creating transformation 
which allows God’s justice to take root.

DRC: God’s presence through God’s people
The faithful witness and work by the DRC church has been 
of paramount importance since the taking of ground by 
paramilitary groups in January 2025. Only a good and 
sovereign hand can unravel the ancient and present tensions. 
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Therefore the first step towards justice for our partners in 
DRC is to pray. We are thankful for all those who joined our 
collaborative prayer zoom shortly after the fall of Goma. 
Since then link parishes have also joined faithfully to pray for 
their DRC partners each Sunday, and through special prayer 
events.
 
In spite of restrictions on movement of people, goods and 
funds, Bishop Isesomo and Bishop Bahati have been able to 
provide essential household supplies, supported by the CMSI 
emergency fund and Bishops’ Appeal. And in collaboration 
with CMS Africa and CMSI, North Kivu Diocese has even 
been able to carry on with youth and women’s income 
generation and discipleship training. Circumventing these 
present challenges with immediate remedies feels like 
justice in action.

There is a quieter justice taking place too. The attendance 
of Bishop Bahati at a mission conference across the border 
with the Church of Rwanda, a nation that many in DRC 
presently feel at odds with, demonstrates faithful service 
of God through unity in the body. The dignified burial 
of a tiny baby, brought by a stranger to Mama Mbambu, 
demonstrates the innate value of every life. In the tears shed 
for another life lost, in the building of a beautiful coffin, in 
the burial service for this otherwise unnoticed life, God’s 
people participate in kingdom work.

This year’s theme, wading into justice, has challenged and inspired us to think carefully about our place 
in the world. Our role in bringing about God’s justice and our responsibility to one another in the global 
context has raised many questions. Amos and Micah’s words are as relevant in C21st as they were when 
they were first uttered. However, our privilege of living in this technological age is that we can easily 
connect with the breadth of the body of Christ and help one another learn better how to navigate the 
depths together. Our partners are not only serving justly, they are seeking opportunities to participate in 
God’s justice work each and every day. We share these snippets with you as a raft to buoy you up, to assist 
you in your prayers for one another and to help you continue to hope in that better way with God.



Burundi: reckoning with the past
Bishop of Gitega, Aimé Joseph Kimararungu, has 
recently been appointed by the President of the Republic 
of Burundi as the Vice-Chairperson of the Truth and 
Reconciliation commission at the national level.  The 
commission was set up in 2018 to shed light on cyclical 
violent conflict since 1965.  One of its main functions 
has been to find and exhume mass graves, and to 
identify victims and perpetrators.  A report presented 
to parliament in early 2020 revealed that over 4,000 
mass graves had been discovered, with 142,505 bodies 
identified.
 
Please pray for Bishop Aimé Joseph as he undertakes 
this heavy responsibility to bring reconciliation in a land 
where past hurts and traumas are still very raw. This will 
be all the more difficult as he combines this new role 
with the leadership of the Diocese of Gitega.
 
Please pray too for the embryonic partnership between 
Armagh and Gitega Dioceses, which was jointly initiated 
by Archbishop John McDowell and Bishop Aimé Joseph 
last October, with facilitation from CMSI.  Archbishop 
John sees this partnership as a concrete way of pursuing 
unity within the Anglican Communion, where differences 
and inequalities can so easily divide.   A key element of 
this is a diocesan team visit to Gitega in September 2025 
which will be led by Dr Keith Scott, who has conducted 
a number of CMSI STEPs (Short Term Experience 
Placements) in Bujumbura Christian University.  
Archbishop John will be part of this team, along with 
three other representatives from the diocese.

Rwanda: people more than projects
Despite recent economic growth, 80% of Rwandans still 
rely on subsistence farming, with 78% living below the 
World Bank’s $3.65 a day poverty line (OPHI 2024). How 
can a parish in the Church of Ireland bridge the gulf of 
understanding that lies between a global north country 
such as Ireland and a global south country like Rwanda?
 
One major way of doing this is to take part in a team visit. 
This is exactly what representatives from three parishes 
linked to Shyogwe Diocese did in March. Martin Cuppage 
from St Matthias Killiney Ballybrack blazed the trail by 
arriving first, undertaking a 3-week STEP during which 
he offered his skills as a business trainer of small and 
medium enterprises.  He was followed by Rev Chris Mac 
Bruithin and Sara Cunningham-Bell from Castlerock and 
Dunboe, together with Dean Diane Matchett and Rachel 
Kenny from Tuam Cathedral who contributed theological 
training seminars and a series of art workshops.  
 
While offering their skills in these practical ways, the 
primary focus of their visit was to strengthen friendships. 
During their time in country, Chris commented:

     Bishop Jered Kalimba welcomed 
us in his office on arrival, and is 
genuinely so thrilled that we’re 
here. Our mission partnership with 
Shyogwe is about people more so 
than projects. It is so important for 
us to be here to show our love and 
appreciation for him as he retires 
after 27 years of episcopal ministry.  
We’ve shared so much with him, both 
in Rwanda as well as in Ireland.
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Uganda: sharing in God’s justice work
There is much to celebrate with the Diocese of Madi West Nile 
(MWN) in Northern Uganda. Hundreds worship with the church, 
the young people and children’s ministries are thriving, and from 
medical care to media, the church is promoting the good news 
of the Kingdom.

Yet, in the midst of all this growth, the church has not forgotten 
the justice narrative of scripture. Over the past few years, CMSI 
has engaged with MWN’s school in Bidi Bidi refugee camp. This 
year Bishop Collins asked us to turn towards the work of the 
church with urban refugees. That is, those from South Sudan 
and DRC, who, rather than go to the refugee camps, have found 
refuge with family or friends in northern Uganda’s cities.

The year-long programme outlined by the church, and 
supported through CMSI legacy funds, will develop sustainable 

farming methods and 
support for urban refugees 
and families at Ariye School. 
This includes development 
of Eden farm in Arua, where 
urban refugees will be 
trained and resourced to 
grow food for their own 
consumption and to sell for 
an income, which will help 
sustain the programme.
 
Justice is worked out 
through this strategic 
project, carefully and 
intentionally developed by 
a large and growing church, 
for those in the margins of 
their communities.

South Sudan: just opportunities
Women in Maridi are grasping new opportunities through small 
businesses: driving rickshaws, rearing goats and poultry. Young 
people in Olo, Ibba and Yei have received vocational training so 
that they might develop building, driving, electric and plumbing 
trades for their families’ support and their communities’ growth. 
Children in Ibba, Maridi and Ezo are learning in church schools 
which help them to grow so much more than merely their 
academic skills. Medical care in Olo has been boosted, not only 
by a new clinic but by two new medical professionals who have 
almost graduated from their studies. In a nation that is once again 
tense in the political realm, our partners, with support and prayer 
from CMSI link parishes, are creating momentum for a more just 
place to live.
 
New opportunities have also been grasped by people in Ireland, 
through their Global Partners in South Sudan. First time visitors 
from three different parishes have been forever impacted by 
connections made with their 
partners in Ibba and Maridi. 
And a first parish link, for 
new partner Ezo Diocese, 
provides the potential 
for many people to seek 
justice through a brand new 
opportunity for connection 
in mission.
 
As you pray for justice and 
peace in South Sudan, also 
pray for these shoots of 
hope to grow into faith and 
justice in Yei, Maridi, Olo, 
Ibba, Ezo and in each of their 
link parishes in Ireland.
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Tanzania: bearing witness to God’s heart
The new partnership between Kondoa and Derry&Raphoe is 
flourishing. Parishes are also making connections of prayer and 
mutual support. Bishop Given visited Ireland sharing his vision for 
growing the church in this Muslim majority area of the country. 
 
He told us that many women are responding to the good news of 
Jesus, finding new value and dignity that challenges societal norms. 
Recently 1,200 Mothers’ Union members gathered to worship and 
pray together, sharing stories of transformation and hope. 
 
The new diocesan offices are giving the church presence and 
identity, bearing witness to the power of the gospel. A Christian 
school where children of all faiths learn together forming lasting 
friendships and the training of church leaders capable of teaching 
and discipling their congregations at the Bible College are all things 
to celebrate.

However, on his return a severe drought caused crops to fail.

      We kindly ask you to pray for us as this 
is one of the most difficult years I have ever 
seen in my life. But this should not prevent 
us from serving God and his Church… All 
our crops have died. People are struggling. 
Pray for us.

 
Bishop Given recognises that climate change is having devastating 
impacts on the people of Kondoa. According to the UN “Climate 
change is not only an environmental issue but also a matter of 
social justice”. The church is giving a voice to rural people and 
supporting water projects as their witness to God who sees those 
who are often overlooked and desires fulness of life for all.

Kenya: responding to climate injustice
Our partners at the Tujisaidie Self-Help Group have 
been wading into justice quite literally over the last 12 
months, as the community was hit by devastating floods 
in 2024 followed by the forced demolition of 50 homes 
from the Matimamu community. This is just one aspect 
of the global inequalities experienced by our brothers 
and sisters in the Global South, whereby people who 
contribute least to greenhouse emissions are impacted 
far more severely than those who contribute most.  
 
After the immediate interventions offered by Tujisaidie 
and Tumaini volunteers on the ground, there has been 
an effort to mitigate the effects of the floods in a more 
sustained way.  With financial support from link parishes 
and Bishops’ Appeal, the following provision has been 
facilitated for affected families:
    *  10 sheets of corrugated metal roofing for 17 families;
    *  food parcels for those who lost everything;
    *  grants to set up small fruit and vegetable kiosks;
    *  medical expenses; and
    *  school fees for 10 students.
 
Of equal importance, has been the visit to Ireland by 
two of the key leaders at Tujisaidie – Lucy Irungu and
 Kathleen Anangwe. This has been funded by 3 CMSI 
links – the United Parish of Ballyclare and Ballyeaston, 
St Mark’s Dundela and the Girls Friendly Society Ireland 
– each of whom hosted the visitors for a week during 
May. While learning about parish/GFS life in Ireland, 
the two women have been sharing about firsthand 
experiences of the floods, and the ways in which
 partner support has helped the community recover.

Nepal: everybody welcome
In early March the Engage Disability National Conference 2025 was run with support from SDSS in Pokhara with 331 participants, 
most of whom were pastors from all parts of Nepal.  Counteracting the prevailing culture of discrimination against people with 
disabilities in Nepal, the programme successfully raised awareness about disability inclusion in churches by emphasising biblical 
principles of valuing all, and empowering church leaders and volunteers to take tangible steps toward inclusion. 

 
       Key takeaways from the conference were:

   *  Recognise: see people with disabilities the way 
       God sees them.  
   *  Respond: discover ways to move to action.
   *  Receive: embrace individuals with disabilities 
       into the life and fellowship of the church.

 
At the same time, SD Church is proceeding with their newbuild. Their 
current premises is unsuitable for their 350 congregation which includes 
over 30 wheelchair users and many crutches users, as well as blind and 
deaf worshippers. One particular need is for increased space for the 65 
Sunday School children, who are currently meeting in the caretaker’s 
storeroom.  After much prayer, and with support from a large number of 
overseas partners (including CMS Ireland), SD Church has successfully 
purchased 0.36 acres of land for a new church building! 
 

 SDSS Executive Director BA spoke at our April Prayer Room and said,           We are deeply grateful to our partners 
for their prayers and financial support. CMSI link parish and individual supporters’ donations 
total £25,000 including £10,000 from Bishops’ Appeal for the Sunday School rooms.“ “

“
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Mission Partners

Quills, South Sudan
Andrew and Joanne have enjoyed 6 weeks at home in April spending personal time with family and friends 
in Northern Ireland and Scotland. Pray for them as they settle back into life in Ibba, South Sudan, and seek to 
discern God’s priorities over the coming months while ministering alongside out partners.
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A huge thank you to all who entered 
the competition this year. We hope you 
enjoyed creatively crafting together. 

Visit our website or scan to access the 
FREE Fair Play teaching resource.

Congratulations to St Patrick’s, Ballymena, 
who won our Fair Play art competition! Well done! 

St John’s, N. Zambia
Under the auspices of the newly appointed Bishop of 
Northern Zambia, Rt Rev John Kafwanka, CMSI continues 
to support St John’s Anglican Theological Seminary as 
they equip future church leaders for ministry.

Local Mission Partners

Seme Peter Christ’s Own, Koboko, Uganda
Billy and Tom met with Seme Peter and heard about Save Life Ministries current activities: tailoring and IT 
skills training for refugees from South Sudan and DR Congo, as well as outreach programmes of prayer 
ministry and worship in schools, refugee camps and across the border in DRC, telling the good news of Jesus. 

Toti Jacob Finosa, Kyangwali, Uganda
Old friendships were renewed when Billy met up with Toti in April, accompanied by Tom from Moira. The 
Christian Mission Empowerment Centre has launched new Vocational Training courses in carpentry, building 
and vehicle mechanics. Piggery projects and small business enterprises have started too. 

SS, Nepal
SS has been teaching and encouraging 14 church leaders as he continues to develop course material to 
deepen discipleship. Pray for him as he prepares for the second residential of his course at the Oxford Centre 
for Mission Studies in September.

Bishop Hassan, South Sudan
News from Nuba Mountains is of continuing conflict as various factions fight over the land. Bishop Hassan 
asks for prayer as he continues to lead the church, a symbol of hope, in this resource poor, challenging 
environment. Pray for safety for his children.

 

ANM, Ireland
All Nations Ministries Trustees met at the end of April to plan for 
their AGM and election of new members in Belvoir Parish Church.  
Pray that their planned AGM in June will result in new individuals 
coming onboard to provide leadership for the organisation.
 

Planning ahead
As churches look ahead in their teaching schedules to 
next term, contact us by phone 028 9077 5020 / 01 497 
0931 or email info@cmsireland.org if you would like a 
CMSI speaker at one of your services. Harvest sermons are 
already being booked, so check with us about availability 
as you prepare for next year. 

Mission Associates

Guinness Family, Burundi
Paul, Alison and family are preparing for their home assignment 
in the UK this coming summer. Pray they will have times of 
refreshment and opportunities to engage meaningfully with 
their supporters.

Isabelle Prondzynski, Kenya
Isabelle has been able to spend time in Ireland during May 
to catch up with family and a former supporting parish near 
Dublin. Pray for refreshment and renewed fellowship, as she 
returns to Kenya and works alongside Tujisaidie in Nairobi.

CMSI People in Mission


