
Session 1: Rahab and the spies

God’s Hope helps us face big challenges.   

God sometimes chooses unlikely people to be his Heroes Of Hope.

Bible Story

In this story, God’s people are about to begin a really difficult and scary task, but things get off to a 
really good start thanks to an unlikely Hero Of Hope, called Rahab. 

Background 
✦ God’s people, the Israelites, had been slaves in Egypt, but God used Moses to rescue them and 

lead them to the Promised Land.  
✦ Because the people stopped trusting God, they ended up wandering in the desert, waiting to 

enter the Promised Land.  
✦ After 40 years of wandering, Moses had led the people very close to the Promised Land, but then 

Moses died and Joshua became the new leader of the Israelites. 
✦ God told Joshua that the time had finally come for the Israelites to enter the Promised Land! The 

wait was over! It was an exciting time for Israel, but maybe a little scary too. You see, there were 
other people living in that land already, and God had told the Israelites that it was their job to 
drive the people out. God encouraged Joshua by saying, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Bible Passage - Joshua 2 
Read the passage or watch an animated version of the story (link below and on web page). 
(If reading from the Bible, you may want to change the word ‘Prostitute’ to ‘Woman’ in Verse 1) 

The story continues… 
✦ Even though Rahab wasn’t an Israelite, God used her to help His people and bring them hope. 
✦ Because of Rahab’s faith, God welcomed her into His family. She ended up marrying one of the 

spies, who was called Salmon, and they had a son called Boaz!

Animated Bible Story 
If you’d like to watch an animated version of today’s Bible story, you may want to click on either of the 
following links. Both will take you to external sites with suitable versions of the stories.  
(CMSI bears no responsibility for the content on these pages). 

Flipbuilder Story Book: https://online.flipbuilder.com/zrww/mydy/ 

Saddleback Kids - ‘The Faithful Hall Of Fame’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWkbq50tH5A 
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Bible Passage: Joshua 2 [International Children’s Bible]

1 Joshua son of Nun secretly sent out two spies from Acacia. Joshua said to them, “Go and look at the land. Look 
closely at the city of Jericho.” 

So the men went to Jericho. They went to the house of a prostitute and stayed there. This woman’s name was 
Rahab. 

2 Someone told the king of Jericho, “Some men from Israel have come here tonight. They are spying out the 
land.” 

3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your 
house. They have come to spy out our whole land.” 

4 Now the woman had hidden the two men. She said, “They did come here. But I didn’t know where they came 
from. 5 In the evening, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know where they went. Go quickly. 
Maybe you can catch them.” 6 (But the woman had taken the men up to the roof.[a] She had hidden them there 
under stalks of flax. She had spread the flax out there to dry.) 7 So the king’s men went out looking for the spies 
from Israel. They went to the places where people cross the Jordan River. The city gate was closed just after the 
king’s men left the city. 

8 The spies were ready to sleep for the night. So Rahab went to the roof and talked to them. 9 She said, “I know 
the Lord has given this land to your people. You frighten us very much. Everyone living in this land is terribly 
afraid of you. 10 We are afraid because we have heard how the Lord helped you. We heard how he dried up the 
Red Sea when you came out of Egypt. We heard how you destroyed Sihon and Og. They were the two Amorite 
kings who lived east of the Jordan. 11 When we heard this, we became very frightened. Now our men are afraid 
to fight you. This is because the Lord your God rules the heavens above and the earth below! 12 So now, make 
me a promise before the Lord. Promise that you will show kindness to my family just as I showed you kindness. 
Give me some proof that you will do this. 13 Promise me you will allow my family to live. Save my father, mother, 
brothers, sisters and all of their families from death.” 

14 The men agreed. They said, “We will trade our lives for your lives. Don’t tell anyone what we are doing. When 
the Lord gives us our land, we will be kind to you. You may trust us.” 

15 The house Rahab lived in was built on the city wall. So she used a rope to let the men down through a window. 
16 She said to them, “Go into the hills. The king’s men will not find you there. Hide there for three days. After the 
king’s men return, you may go on your way.” 

17 The men said to her, “You must do as we say. If not, we cannot be responsible for keeping our promise. 18 You 
are using a red rope to help us escape. When we return to this land, you must tie it in the window through which 
you let us down. Bring your father, mother, brothers and all your family into your house. 19 We can keep 
everyone safe who stays in this house. If anyone in your house is hurt, we will be responsible. If anyone goes out 
of your house and is killed, it is his own fault. We cannot be responsible for him. 20 But you must not tell anyone 
about this agreement. If you do, we are free from it.” 

21 Rahab answered, “I agree to this.” So she sent them away, and they left. Then she tied the red rope in the 
window. 

22 The men left and went into the hills. There they stayed for three days. The king’s men looked for them all 
along the road. But after three days, the king’s men returned to the city without finding them. 23 Then the two 
men started back to Joshua. They left the hills and crossed the river. They went to Joshua son of Nun and told him 
everything that had happened to them. 24 They said to Joshua, “The Lord surely has given us all of the land. All 
the people in that land are terribly afraid of us.”


