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Our theme over the past year has been ‘Church 
At The Centre’. We have sought to highlight the 
fundamental necessity for local churches - as 
part of Christ’s global body - to be at the heart 
of mission activity. In this broken world, God 
calls His Church to bring His healing, wholeness 
and transformation: restoring individuals and 
communities to right relationship with Himself 
and with one another; seeking justice; caring 
for His creation.

‘It is not so much the case that God has 
a mission for his church in the world, as 
that God has a church for his mission in 
the world. Mission was not made for the 
church; the church was made for mission 
– God’s mission.’   
(Christopher J.H Wright)

As we have reflected on these ideas, I 
have found Knell’s book to be helpful and 
challenging. But in the extracts above, he’s 
prompting us to an even deeper application of 
this shared mission calling. We are being asked 
to consider how we can learn to listen more 
carefully to one another.
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‘One of the greatest challenges for the UK church is to learn to listen to the 
global church… How do we do that? How do we interpret what we hear? 
What does it say about us? How are we going to change as a result?’
(From ‘The Heart of the Church and Mission’ by Brian Knell)

Image: Rev Patrick Bamber in Kindu Diocese, DR Congo

The Church in Ireland has much to learn 
from the global Church that can inspire and 
challenge. Learning often starts with listening. 
Listening starts with openness.

‘Equipping the church in mission’ is CMSI’s 
strapline. Our role is to support churches in 
the great work of mission. We do this through 
connecting churches - different parts of 
God’s family - across the world. We do this by 
helping churches to listen well to one another, 
to interpret what they hear, to reflect on what 
this means in their own context and, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, to respond and be changed. 

Our new annual theme is ‘Voices of Hope’. As 
we expand on this theme in the coming year, 
I hope you will be inspired and challenged as 
you listen more intently to the voices of our 
Global Partners. I hope that this will bring new 
courage as you engage in mission where God 
has placed you.
 

Jenny Smyth
Mission Director
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Developing a theme
2020 hasn’t quite turned out as we’d expected, 
has it? For the CMSI staff team, this was 
definitely the case in August.

A year ago, we began putting plans in place 
to receive 30 of our Global Partner leaders 
for a week-long programme following this 
summer’s Lambeth Conference. Our priority 
was to provide opportunities to listen to and 
learn from our partners. So, we called the 
programme Voices Of Hope. 

But Covid put pay to those plans. The past 
month has instead been marked by story 
sharing, annual leave and developing some 
exciting new initiatives for the year ahead.

Despite the change of plans, we had become 
even more convinced of the importance of 
sharing our partners’ stories and providing 
platforms for them to speak. Our special blog 
series throughout the past five months was 
therefore entitled… Voices Of Hope. These 
updates have been hugely inspiring and 
encouraging – they’re well worth a read. 

What started as a title for a one-week 
programme became the focus of a blog series 
and is now our annual theme. We really are 
quite keen on this idea!

Introducing our new annual theme

Voices of hope

A Hallmark of Partnership
Our postponed summer programme had 
been set to continue a significant trend 
for CMSI.

Throughout the past 15 years, CMSI has 
facilitated well over 200 visits from our 
Global Partners to Ireland. It’s one of our 
‘USPs’ as an Irish mission agency, but it’s 
entirely in keeping with an approach to 
mission that has two-way relationships at 
its heart.

Within a truly interdependent family, 
where partnership is reciprocal… it is as 
important to receive as to give; it is as vital 
to learn as to teach; it is as valuable to 
host as to visit; it is as crucial to listen as 
to speak.

Receiving; learning; hosting; listening – 
these are activities that CMSI champions 
as it connects God’s people throughout 
Ireland with the global Church. That’s one 
of the reasons for our choice of annual 
theme. We want to hear Voices Of Hope 
from our partners. 

This is especially important at a time when 
each of our soundscapes – the constant, 
noisy chatter from news, social media 
and political discourse – are so full, busy 
and demanding of our attention. At such 
a time, how do we attune our ears to the 
cries of the marginalised and to the plight 
of the voiceless? How might we create 
spaces to hear a different story, a more 
hopeful voice? 

Listen as Wisdom 

calls out! Hear as 

understanding raises 

her voice!

Proverbs 8:1

“Remember that prayer feeds hope and solidarity. We know very well how much faith helps to resist and overcome the spread of the epidemic of fear caused by COVID-19.”Abp Masimango (DR Congo)

My dear brothers and 

sisters, take note of 

this: Everyone should 

be quick to listen, slow 

to speak and slow to 

become angry…

James 1:19

Fools think their own 

way is right, but the 

wise listen to others.

Proverbs 12:15
“A choir is made up of many voices, 

including yours and mine. If one by 

one all go silent then all that will be 

left are the soloists. Don’t let a loud 

few determine the nature of the 

sound. It makes for poor harmony 

and diminishes the song.” 

Vera Nazarian

“The partnership with CMSI gives people hope, it gives people encouragement, knowing that there are people who can pray and share their experiences."Louise Githere (UDP, Kenya)

“I pray that the eyes of your heart 

may be enlightened in order that 

you may know the hope to which 

he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in his holy 

people, and his incomparably  

great power for us who believe.” 

Ephesians 1:18-19

"It is my hope that ‘Voices of Hope’ will 

be provide a platform for your voices 

to be heard in the wider family of the 

Church of Ireland. We need to hear 

from you, we need to learn from you 

and we need to work with you in God’s 

mission in this world.”

Jenny Smyth  

(addressing Global Partner leaders)

“As churches in Ireland, there 
is much to be gained from 
casting our gaze more widely 
during this crisis…



While we recognise that an online event may 
not be accessible to everyone, we do hope that 
lots of people will find a way to sign-in and join 
with us on the 19th (and the 18th).

“

inmission
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As you may have seen in our July 
updates, we have decided to make this 
year’s Ignite conference an online event.
 
Our annual gathering at Dromantine is always 
a highlight for the CMSI staff. We love the 
chance to spend quality time with lots of the 
CMSI family – worshipping together, catching 
up, learning together – and of course, 
competing in the Beetle Drive Championship! 
But, given the continued restrictions on large 
indoor gatherings, taking the 2020 event 
online seemed like the only viable option.

We’re putting together a three-hour 
programme for the morning of Saturday 
19th September which combines live ‘Zoom’ 
elements with some pre-recorded video 
material. We’re also going to host a quiz (via 
Zoom) on the evening of Friday 18th – for 
those who want to enjoy some informal, social 
time together.

Page 7

Learning during Covid
A contagious disease that creates fear and can 
lead to loss of life. Restrictions on movement 
and travel. Uncertainty around employment 
and income. An inability to meet together in 
our local churches. A sense of ever-deepening 
political division and mistrust of government.

For those of us living in Ireland, these are just 
some of the challenges that we have faced 
over the past five or six months. For many 
of those living in the countries where CMSI’s 
Global Partners are based, these have been daily 
realities for much of their lives.

It can be tempting to focus on ourselves 
during a crisis: to look inward and secure 
what is ‘ours’. But as churches in Ireland, there 
is much to be gained from casting our gaze 
more widely during this crisis and asking some 
bigger questions:

What are the current impacts – and what 
might be the potential consequences – of 
Covid for our brothers and sisters in other 
parts of the world? What can we do to help 
and support them?

What might our partners teach us about the 
role of the Church in the midst of a crisis? What 
can we learn from the global Church as we 
consider the wider impacts of Covid-19 on local 
communities across Ireland?

Ignite 2020 goes online

Speaking hope
Of course, learning to listen to – and listening 
to learn from – the global Church is only part of 
the story. There’s no point in hearing, if we don’t 
then put into practice what we learn. As God’s 
mission people in Ireland, we have to develop 
our own Voices Of Hope. We need to share our 
own stories of God at work, changing lives. But 
more than that, we must ensure that our actions 
of compassion are accompanied by words that 
offer eternal hope and comfort…

But how can they call on him to save them 
unless they believe in him? And how can 
they believe in him if they have never 
heard about him? And how can they hear 
about him unless someone tells them?  
(Romans 10:14)

In future editions of inMission, we hope to look 
more closely at this aspect of our theme as we 
share Voices Of Hope from our link parishes and 
supporters. For now, though, we hope you enjoy 
reading updates from our partners as we seek to 
learn lessons in seeing and sharing hope.

Receiving; learning; 
hosting; listening – these 
are activities that CMSI 
champions…

Voices of hope

Ignite 2020 goes online

Ignite 2020 Programme Outline
Friday 18th September
• 8pm - Friday Extra Zoom Quiz and chat

Saturday 19th September (10am)
• 10am - Live gathering and presentation 

(via Zoom)
• 10:50am – Choose from a selection 

of video updates from all of our Global 
Partner Countries or join the staff for 
some Q&A.

• 12pm - Closing prayer time (via Zoom)

online

CMSI Annual Conference: Saturday 19th September

To find out more, and to register for the 
event, visit www.cmsireland.org/ignite

inmission
Autumn 2020
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Responding to Covid

responding to covid
Offering hope in the midst of crisis

“God does not leave His servants and their flock alone. He is on watch and 
providing protection to you and the nations. Peace be with you with God’s 
divine protection and guidance for all”
(David Luate - Diocesan Secretary; Yei Diocese, South Sudan)

In the early days of the coronavirus pandemic, 
when the global spread of the disease was 
concentrated in Europe, CMSI received lots 
of messages of love and support from our 
partners. They saw that people here were 
suffering; they stood with us; they assured us 
(and you) of their prayers. 

Our brothers and sisters in other parts of the 
world have been praying for their partners in 
Ireland. I hope you are as encouraged as we 
were by such a sign of true partnership.

Covid Appeal
It soon became clear that the impacts of 
Covid-19 – both in terms of the lockdown 
restrictions and the disease itself – were (and are) 

going to be even more severe for our partners 
than for most of us in Ireland. Inequalities of 
wealth, influence, access to resources and 
power will exponentially increase the effects of 
the crisis, and will further compound the various 
political challenges and natural disasters that our 
partners are already facing. 

We wanted to stand with our partners and 
support them as they responded to the crisis, so 
in early April, we launched the CMSI Covid-19 
Response Appeal. Since launching the appeal, 
we have received almost £60,000 in donations, 
including generous grants from the Church Of 
Ireland Bishops’ Appeal and from Misean Cara. 

The funds have been distributed among all of 
our Global Partners, who have each used them 
in a variety of imaginative and creative ways to 
meet the needs that they are seeing close-up. 
Some examples include:

• Shelter, food assistance and counselling for 
those made homeless by flooding in DRC. 

• Medical supplies for people with disabilities in 
Nepal.

• Food relief programmes for vulnerable 
communities in Egypt, Kenya, Rwanda and 
South Sudan.

• Hand washing facilities and training workshops 
for pastors in Burundi.

• Training and support for Covid-19 preparations 
at clinics in South Sudan and Nepal.

• Support for mask-sewing initiatives in South 
Sudan and DRC. 

A Prayer Response
In addition to launching our appeal, we 
produced and shared a video of a special 
prayer for the global Church during 
Covid. The video features contributions 
from 29 different members of the CMSI 
family, including church leaders from all 
nine countries where the society’s Global 
Partners are based. It’s an incredibly moving 
reminder of the bonds that we share across 
the worldwide Church.

A Church Response
When international emergencies strike, there are 
a number of aid organisations and development 
agencies who generally swing into action. They 

are able to undertake large scale emergency 
responses efficiently and effectively. But CMSI 
has a particular role to play in responding to 
disasters and crises.

In CMSI, we believe that local churches 
throughout the world are called to be first 
responders to the needs of their neighbours. 
And we believe that, within the global family of 
God, we are called to support one another as we 
engage in this task of sharing the help and hope 
that only Christ can bring.

As Linda Abwa noted in a video message in June, 
the Church offers something different…

We are equipped to do more than flatten the 
curve, more than provide better shelter for a 
certain number of families. In the call to be a 
good neighbour, Jesus urges us – the Church 
– to be at the centre of seeing individual needs 
and responding with a message of hope that is 
spelled out in many different ways.

This is exactly what we have seen over recent 
months, as our partners have used the funds 
sent through the CMSI appeal to help share 
that message of hope. We have been posting 
lots of these stories on our website, but we are 
delighted to share some more with you in the 
pages that follow. May you be encouraged by 
these examples of the Church at the centre of 
this crisis.

We want to say a very big ‘Thank You’ to Bishops’ 
Appeal, Misean Cara and every individual and 
church that has support this appeal and played 
their part in responding to this crisis.

Images: Bishop Isesomo & health clinic staff wearing face masks made by the MU in North Kivu Diocese, DR Congo Image: Food-relief packages at the Urban Development Programme, Kenya
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The still small voice

the still small voice 
Lessons in hope from Uganda

As the Covid-19 pandemic made its way into Uganda in March,  
we received a request for help from Madi West Nile (MWN) Diocese. 
The Diocesan Health Coordinator, Heather Sharland (CMS Britain) 
explained that, due to its position on the border, inadequate local 
health infrastructure and socio-economic challenges, the diocese was 
gravely concerned that the pandemic might spread fast in their area. 

As Heather continued, she noted:

“Many health units are relatively unprepared, 
so many patients may be brought to church 
facilities because of our good reputation; we 
are known to have doctors and drugs.”

The Church already had a reputation as a 
centre of quality help – and it was this that put 
it in the right place to respond to the crisis. 

Heather’s comments reminded me of a 
conversation with Dr. Yousef at Harper 

Memorial Hospital in Sadat City, Cairo a few 
years ago. He explained that in a situation 
of constraints on faith, the hospital aims for 
excellence as a testimony to Christ. I was 
also reminded of several CMSI link parishes 
who either host food banks, or support and 
volunteer at their local food bank. 

These different incarnations of the Church 
of Christ around the world hold in common 
their quality response to everyday needs; all 
of them quietly seeing and responding with 
compassion and without fanfare. As with 

Church food banks in Ireland and with Sadat 
City Hospital, the Church in MWN was already 
primed for an effective response to the Covid 
crisis: the foundations of care were already 
well established.

CMSI submitted an emergency proposal to 
Misean Cara and funds were secured for 
the upscaling of medical facilities in MWN. 
Protective gear and equipment was purchased 
for seven diocesan health facilities and the 
capacity of Kuluva Hospital increased to 
become a reception, isolation and treatment 
centre for cases of Covid-19. Community 
health education and awareness, especially 
in the remote areas, was also prioritised and 
resources were purchased to provide hand 
washing facilities for community clinics. The 
diocese even executed their plans to help 
communities produce hand sanitiser.

MWN is still busy with this project: giving out 
hygiene kits and training at health centres. 
However, Heather also explained the broader 
implications of the necessary focus on 
Covid-19 over the past few months. Although 
the diocesan health facilities were able to 
maintain basic services during the crisis, some 
gaps were noted.

For example, because of fear of Covid-19 and 
the lockdown of public transport systems, 
expectant mothers are more likely to give 
birth at home. For HIV-positive mothers, 
this means that their babies have not been 
getting the important anti-HIV drug within 
the correct time period to help prevent 
transmission of HIV to the baby. It can be 
difficult to trace these mums and babies, and 
the diocese expects to see a rise in HIV-
positive infants as an impact of this crisis. 

Children will be further impacted as the 
diocesan health facilities have been unable to 
hold their outreach clinics. These are one-
off events, usually in rural areas, focusing on 
family planning and child immunisation.

The Church in MWN was with the community 
before the pandemic. During the pandemic, 
God’s people have been able to respond, in 
part due to partnership with the global Church 
through CMSI. But of equal importance, 
when the various waves of the pandemic 
have passed, the Church will still be there 
supporting families with HIV and filling up 
missed immunisation schedules. 

Sometimes the voice of hope booms loud 
and clear from huge efforts during times 
of particular crisis. But as we see with the 
‘before, during and after commitment’ of MWN 
health clinics and Church of Ireland link food 
banks, the Church more often speaks hope 
into the lives of its local communities quietly 
and calmly, through persistent presence and 
consistent faith.

Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the 
mountain before the LORD.” And behold, 
the LORD passed by, and a great and 
strong wind tore into the mountains 
and broke the rocks in pieces before the 
LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the LORD was not in the earthquake; and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD 
was not in the fire; and after the fire a still 
small voice.
1 Kings 19:11-12 (NKJV)

Linda Abwa
Partnership Coordinator

Image: Social distancing and regular handwashing are difficult for many of those living in Madi West Nile Image: Heather Sharland delivering health education in a school in Madi West Nile (pre C-19)



In the face of such significant and widespread 
food shortages, the Church has been actively 
responding – alleviating hunger, sharing 
God’s love.

Urban Development Programme (UDP)

Has the Lockdown been getting you down? 
Are you discouraged that your church 
hasn’t been able to meet, your work and 
family life is disrupted and your school 
programme completely rearranged? If so, take 
encouragement from Antony Njoroge, who 
has been tirelessly working to counteract the 
negative effects of the pandemic lockdown on 
low-income communities in Kayole, Nairobi.

Antony leads the work of the Tumaini Africa 
Foundation (TAF), a programme associated 
with the UDP. Antony visited Ireland in 2019 
on a placement through the Church Of Ireland 
Bishops’ Appeal Harman Scholarship.

Nourishing hope
inmission
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Page 12 Image: Food-relief distribution at Torosei in Kajiado Diocese 

Together with his team at TAF, Antony has 
been reaching out to families and individuals 
that have no access to a kitchen. A nutrition 
charity called Gawa (meaning ‘to share’), 
provides hand-delivered meals for vulnerable 
people in Nairobi and they selected TAF for 
their distributions in Kayole. Antony’s team 
receives 100 meal packs, three times a week.

At the same time, the TAF ‘Foodbank of Hope’ 
has continued to receive more needy people, 
both from the community and from wider 
referrals. Packs of essential nutrition (bought 
with the help of local supporters) have been 
supplemented with fresh vegetables grown in 
an innovative small-scale urban farm, using 
recycled plastic containers. TAF also channels 
support to young mothers through the ‘Baby 
Basics’ programme. 

The Foodbank and Baby Basics programmes 
were both sparked partly by Antony’s parish 

placements in Ireland last year. This illustrates 
how mission visits can be productive in both 
directions, with Global Partners teaching 
us, while at the same time getting ideas and 
encouragement for their own ministry. Such 
mutual listening, learning and sharing is at the 
heart of CMSI’s approach and our new annual 
theme, Voices Of Hope. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kajiado Diocese
The closure of churches and schools was 
particularly hard on the diocese, as this meant 
the offerings and school fees were not coming 
in, so pastors and teachers were not able to be 
paid. At the time of writing, there is a phased 
re-opening in Kenya, so churches can now 
meet again, but with limitations. These include 
compulsory wearing of facemasks, a maximum 
congregation of 100 people, and no children 
under 13 or adults over 58 years of age allowed 
to attend. 

Responding to a request for help from Bishop 
Gaddiel, Ballyholme Parish generously donated 
£4000 to Kajiado Diocese, which was used 
to fund a food-relief distribution programme, 
targeting vulnerable families in eight of the 
most severely affected areas. 

Each family was to receive a package with 
two-months’ food ration of maize flour, 
beans and cooking oil. The diocese also 
purchased PPE to enable them to make and 
distribute these parcels safely and within 
government guidelines. When the distribution 
was implemented, many more people came 

Images: Bishop Gaddiel helping at the Torosei distribution; TAF team member delivering Gawa meals in Kayole

The Kenyan Government responded quickly to the coronavirus 
pandemic, introducing strict lockdown measures in March. This led 
to increased food prices and greatly reduced income-generating 
capacity for most families in both Kajiado and Kayole – the places 
where CMSI’s Global Partners are based. The food situation across 
the country was made worse by locust swarm invasions that wiped 
out many crops in some regions.

for relief than was expected. In Torosei, for 
example, 400 people were expected, but 800 
turned up, and unfortunately 100 people went 
without food. The diocese has since secured 
further local assistance for these feeding 
programmes and has been able to help 2200 
households in all.

Diocesan Accountant David Osoi writes, 

“Greetings and many thanks for the 
generous donation of £4000 to support 
us during this difficult period of the 
COVID 19 pandemic. We are doing 
well and thank Almighty God for his 
protection. The pandemic is still on 
the rise in our country and also in our 
county. Many families, churches and 
the whole country are affected by this 
situation. We are praying for Our Lord to 
save us from this.”

We give thanks for the work and witness of 
our partners in Kenya and for the support 
from link churches in Ireland. May we be 
encouraged and inspired by the Church’s 
compassion and care for the most vulnerable 
members of their communities.

Roger Thompson 
Partnership Coordinator

nourishing hope
Providing food relief in Kenya
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The year started with the razzmatazz of 
electioneering and mass rallies in preparation 
for Presidential elections to be held in May. 
The previous election process in 2015 was 
marred by days of violent protest and incidents 
of insecurity that threatened to topple the 
country back into civil war. Thankfully, the past 
five years have been reasonably stable, albeit 
with underlying tensions. 

Facing a new election period, people were 
understandably nervous. As the weeks passed 
by, a new threat loomed – Covid-19. The 
Presidential campaign was gearing up and 
political parties, keen to get their message 
out, were reluctant to call a halt… so the 
rallies continued. Large crowds gathered in 
Bujumbura, jostling and pressing together. The 
WHO officials tried to caution about spreading 
the virus, but were expelled. 

The Church prayed hard. The election 
process passed without a catastrophic 
implosion and people generally accepted 
that the ruling party had won. President 
Nkurunziza had completed three terms 

in power and was due to hand over party 
leadership, and therefore the Presidency, 
to Evariste Ndayishimiye. However, in 
another blow to this fragile nation, President 
Nkurunziza died suddenly, barely three weeks 
after the election. The new president was 
quickly sworn in, the nation still in shock.

What is the role of the Church in this 
situation? How does the Church bring hope 
and healing in the face of such overwhelming 
and politically charged circumstances? How 
does the Church advocate for those living in 
poverty - for those who do not have access 
to the basic human rights of security, food, 
clean water, health services and educational 
opportunities? How does the Church help 
people protect themselves from the threat of 
a global pandemic that has been denied by 
the country’s leaders? 

Despite such challenging circumstances, our 
Church partners in the Dioceses of Matana and 
Gitega have continued with a whole variety 
of ministries, faithfully fulfilling their calling to 
bring the love of Christ to their communities.

Since April, individuals and parishes around 
Ireland have responded to CMSI’s Covid-19 
Response Appeal, enabling us to send funds 
to support each of our Global Partners as they 
respond to the pandemic. By mid-August, 
Burundi had reported just over 400 confirmed 
cases of C-19 and one death. It is hard to know 
if this is a true reflection of the situation.

In Gitega Diocese, Bishop Aimé Joseph organised 
a conference to encourage his pastors and 
prepare them to educate their congregations 
in prevention of viral transmission. Afterwards, 
each parish was provided with a hand washing 
facility and soap, delivered to the churches for 
community use. The Church is leading the way - 
lifting its voice to raise awareness, empowering 
people to protect themselves. 

Access to clean water is also vital in enabling 
community resilience in the face of health threats. 
Earlier this year, ten rural communities benefited 
from a spring protection programme organised 
by the diocese with support from CMSI. 

Just before the election, Bishop Seth of Matana 
Diocese was honoured to receive a visit from 
President Nkurunziza. Bishop Seth used this 
opportunity to pray with him for Burundi, for 
peace and prosperity. With hindsight this was a 

particularly significant moment. The president 
thanked the Church for the good community 
leadership and development he observed. 

Bishop Seth has also been keen to prepare 
the local schools with measures to reduce 
the risk of C-19 infection. The diocese used 
funds given through CMSI to build a perimeter 
wall to stop people wandering through the 
secondary school compound, allowing the 
students to maintain a bubble. Water collection 
tanks will also be provided so that the students 
can access water on site for hand washing, no 
longer needing to visit the community spring.

I wonder how many of our own churches 
dedicate such a proportion of their skills and 
resources to responding to community needs? 
The needs in each local context will be very 
different, but we all share the same call to 
integral mission: a mission that seeks holistic 
transformation through proclamation and 
demonstration of the gospel; a mission that 
responds to all human distress; a mission that 
recognises our responsibility to care for the 
whole created order as we bear witness to the 
transforming grace of Jesus Christ.

Jenny Smyth 
Mission Director

2020 has been a rollercoaster of a year – 
not least for our partners in Burundi. 

giving 
voice to 
hope
Learning from 
Burundi

““The Church is 
leading the way - 
lifting its voice to 
raise awareness, 
empowering 
people to protect 
themselves.”

Image: Bishop Seth avails of a new water tank for hand washing in Matana Diocese
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Having served my first curacy in Bristol, I was well 
aware of Colston’s background. I was ordained 
in the cathedral that his wealth helped to fund, 
but it was a wealth derived largely from the 
slave trade. This man, who was described on his 
statue’s plaque as “one of the most virtuous and 
wise sons” of the city, was directly connected to 
the trafficking of over 80,000 individuals from 
West Africa, many of whom died on their journey 
to the Caribbean. 

For me, the removal of his statue was an exciting 
and prophetic act and one that symbolises 
an aspect of mission that we often overlook. 
Sometimes, mission involves challenging and 
even tearing down unjust structures. It requires 
God’s people to stand up and speak out against 
injustice, and to actively undermine anything that 
would enslave or oppress vulnerable people.

Is that not what we see Jesus do, when he 
overturns the tables in the Temple courts and 

speaking  
up, tearing  
down

During the ‘Black Lives Matter’ protest in Bristol on 7th June, a 
statue of Edward Colston was pulled down and thrown into the 
harbour, attracting international media attention and sparking 
lively debates about the incident. While some dismissed it 
as mindless vandalism, others (myself included) saw it as an 
important, welcome and long overdue event.

drives out the animals with a whip (John 2:13-17) 
– an action that some may have interpreted as 
mindless vandalism? We follow a Christ who was 
born amongst the poor, and lived a life identifying 
with and speaking up for those who were 
excluded and oppressed.  

At the Transfiguration, Jesus’ sacrificial death is 
referred to by Moses and Elijah as an ‘exodus’ 
(Luke 9:31), connecting him to the liberation 
of the enslaved people of Israel in the Old 
Testament and, by extension, to the fight against 
injustice throughout human history. When Christ 
was raised from the dead there was a divine “Yes!” 
in the heavenly realms, as Satan was defeated, the 
rich and privileged were put down, and the poor 
were lifted up (see Luke 1:52).

This theme of righting injustice is a core strand 
of our CMSI heritage going right back to 1799, 

when the CMS movement was founded with 
the objectives of ‘social reform at home’, ‘world 
evangelisation’ and ‘abolishing the slave trade’.

Over the past few months, I have loved hearing 
and reading the Voices of Hope stories from 
CMSI’s Global Partners, including those in the 
pages that precede this reflection. On one hand, 
these stories are inspiring examples of God’s 
people sharing His grace and compassion. But 
each of these acts also represent something much 
bigger. They are a challenge to the unjust status 
quo that exists in our world: where the poor get 
poorer and the downtrodden become even more 
marginalised. These stories reflect a Christian 
tradition that speaks up for the oppressed and 
takes up the cause of the vulnerable.

Our Global Partners inspire me – and each of us 
– to move beyond personal piety and to embrace 
our heritage as those who are willing to speak up 
and speak out for the poor and marginalised and 
even to tear down structures that cause suffering. 
There’s nothing ‘mindless’ about this kind of 
response to injustice.

Roger Thompson 
Partnership Coordinator

““These stories reflect 
a Christian tradition 
that speaks up for the 
oppressed and takes 
up the cause of the 
vulnerable.”

Image: Statue of Edward Colston being toppled in Bristol (Photo Credit: Keir Gravel/Reuters)

Blogs Of Hope
In the midst of yet another crisis, despite 
deep suffering, our partners continue 
to dispel darkness and shine the light of 
Christ. That’s worth celebrating.

Since the end of March, we have shared 
over 40 stories of hope from our 
partners and from the CMSI staff team. 
These updates and reflections offer an 
encouraging and inspiring antedote to the 
blanket news coverage of Covid-19. 

You can read these uplifting stories in the 
‘Blogs’ section of the CMSI website.

Taking up the cause for justice
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snippets 
cmsi news in brief

Patti goes to school
During August, CMSI friend and supporter 
Rev Patti Hanson-Foss from Albany Diocese, 
USA has been going to school with CMSI. Patti 
has been undertaking a three-week study 
programme with Jenny, Gillian and Roger Cooke 
to explore CMSI’s understanding and outworking 
of the Biblical mission mandate. 

Mission Personnel Update
Coronavirus took its toll on our plans for 
visiting and hosting Global Partners over 
the past six months. The complex process 
of pursuing refunds for plane tickets 
continues.

It’s been great to hear from our Mission 
Personnel, however and share some of 
their news via Link Letters. You can find all 
the latest updates on the CMSI website.

Keith and Lyn Scott are currently on a 
well-deserved break in Siavonga, on the 
shores of Lake Kabira –  the largest man-
made lake in the world. 2020 hasn’t been 
an easy year for the Scotts, with a family 
bereavement and various challenges in 
terms of their work and the Zambian 
economy. Pray they will continue to 
experience God’s protection and guidance 
in the coming months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A huge congratulations to Naomi (daughter 
of Ronnie and Maggie Briggs) and Dave 
Blair on their recent wedding ceremony 
(12th August) near Strangford. Pictured 
here are the happy couple with both sets of 
parents. What a beautiful couple!

Settling in at Lady Dixon
The staff team have enjoyed settling in to 
the new Belfast Office and most of the boxes 
are now unpacked. August saw the return of 
our weekly, ‘live’ staff meeting and the office 
has a bit more life about it than when we 
first moved in.

Jenny, Gillian, Anne and Megan are now 
working from the office all week – with 
Roger, Linda and Roger dividing their time 
between the office and working from home. 

Redeeming Lockdown
At the start of July, we introduced a fundraising 
initiative that encouraged CMSI supporters to 
Make Lockdown Count. We are thankful for those 
who have already supported this cause – to date, 
we’ve raised £4000 from savings that people 
made as a result of coronavirus restrictions. 

We’d love more people to respond to this 
initiative so, just in case, here’s what we shared 
when we launched the initative:

Did the experience of ‘staying put’ during 
lockdown mean that you missed out on 
something you enjoy? Have you save money 
over the past six months by not doing 
something that you would normally do, or by 
not buying something you would otherwise 
have bought? Cinema or theatre visits? 
Takeaways? Weekend breaks? Petrol?

Would you like to redeem your lockdown losses 
by putting the money you’ve saved to positive 
use? If so, here’s what we’re asking you to do:

1. Calculate your lockdown saving - work out 
how much money you saved through one ‘loss’ 
or change of activity during lockdown.

2. Make a donation - donate your lockdown 
saving to CMSI’s Mission Resource Fund.

3. Share you story - tell us about your 
lockdown saving (via video, postcard or email).

Further details can be found on the CMSI 
website or by contacting our offices.
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Rachel is due back to work in September, 
following her furlough break.

We look forward to some office-warming 
parties once the Covid restrictions are 
relaxed further. For any visitors before then, 
please note that the door to our offices is 
at the front of the café building, beyond 
the picnic tables. To minimise risk, we use 
temperature checks and physical distancing, 
with outside meetings where possible.

At the outset of the programme, Patti expressed 
her hopes for the initiative:

“I was hoping this could help me develop 
something new with the Albany Mission 
Committee, particularly as we reflect on 
our objectives and values. I love the CMSI 
philosophy. I have a lot to learn and can 
hopefully find ways to share the blessing of 
this internship with others. I thank Jenny 
and the staff for this incredible opportunity.”

Over the coming months, we hope to develop 
more opportunities for online internships or 
study with CMSI. We look forward to sharing 
more about this soon.

Team meeting in August

Patti with Archbishop Paul Yugusuk
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A CMSI Family Gathering
A 45-minute prayer gathering on the first Wednesday of every month 

Join with staff, supporters, mission personnel and Global Partners

 Special Focus on one of CMSI’s Global Partners

 Prayer Updates from all of our partners

 Prayers for the Church in Ireland

 Prayers for the CMSI family

One of the positives to come out of the Covid lockdown has been  
the use of Zoom for connecting together the scattered family of CMSI.  

We want to make the most of this opportunity to invest spiritually  
in the wider work of the society. We hope you can join us.

Visit the CMSI website to find out more  
and to indicate your preferred meeting time (1pm or 8pm)

Beginning on 7th October


