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After eight months of uncertainty and despair, 
people are looking for light; they are hungry for 
hope. As Rev Lucy Winkett recently observed in 
her ‘Thought For The Day’ on BBC Radio 4,

“Covid-19 is the dominant story of our  
lives at the moment. The virus is ruthless 
in its threat to crush creativity and destroy 
our hope.”

In this context, the Church is called to resist such 
a singular focus and to tell a different story.
 
On one hand, we must recognise and respond 
to the genuine anxieties, suffering and 
hardships that have become daily realities 
for many. God’s people should be at work, 
offering compassionate care to those in need.

But at the same time, we need to remind each 
other and our communities that there is more 
to our current lives than coronavirus. There 
are still things to celebrate, cherish and enjoy. 
Better still, there is a life beyond this one that is 
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On 15th October, I saw my first Christmas tree of 2020. By mid-November,  
lots of houses in our neighbourhood were lit-up for a season yet to come. 
People have gone big and gone early with their Christmas decorations this 
year, in what seems like an attempt to create some covid-free space and 
dispel the gloom and darkness of these days. 

(This is an abridged and amended version of a recent blog reflection on the CMSI website.)

entirely covid-free! We have a story of eternal 
peace and infinite love that can sustain us in 
the now, and point us to a brighter future.

We see this in the work and witness of CMSI’s 
Global Partners. In the midst of crises and 
despite many hardships, the Church continues 
to share a different story, a better story: a story 
of God at work, offering hope, changing lives. 

Heavenly hope isn’t just a future promise; it is a 
present reality that can transform how we think 
and act during this pandemic. May this reality 
– and what you read in the following pages – 
inspire you to tell a different story this Advent 
season, as we celebrate the dawning of hope.
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. (Romans 15:13)

Roger Cooke
Editor
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Sometimes in our journey, we come across 
saints in the strangest places.

Billy and I first met John in 2000 when he 
enrolled as a student at the Vocational Training 
Centre in Arua, Uganda. The VTC was set up to 
offer vocational skills opportunities for young 
people whose education had been disrupted 
through poverty or war: common experiences 
for many. John was living in Rhino refugee 
camp, having fled Sudan. Joining the ‘Vehicle 
Mechanics And Driving Course’ at the VTC was 
a rare and precious opportunity. John worked 
with a will, was voted Student Rep and passed 
his course with distinction. 

Finding hope in the ashes

In 2003, a ceasefire in the long civil war in 
Sudan offered a moment of hope. The late 
Bishop Seme decided it was time to establish 
a VTC in his diocese in Yei. John was selected 
as one of the founding tutors. So, he gathered 
his belongings and moved back home. It was a 
rough and difficult start. Billy and I relocated to 
Yei, supported by CMS Ireland. We spent three 
valuable years working with John and the local 
team and the Yei VTC was established.

After Billy and I returned to Ireland, John 
worked on for several years developing the 
VTC, before joining government service. In 2011 

finding hope in the ashes
John’s story
‘Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.’  
(Romans 12:12-13)

South Sudan was founded. John served well and 
was promoted to a very responsible government 
position. However, security in the country was 
deteriorating with government in-fighting and 
reports of atrocities in many regions.

On one occasion, John’s armed convoy was 
ambushed by rebels, some people were shot, 
but John escaped with cuts and bruises and 
a head wound from a bullet that grazed his 
scalp: a near miss!

It became clear that unprovoked attacks 
on civilians were being carried out by rebel 
groups as well as by the army. John felt unable 
to continue to serve in a government that he 
knew was responsible for war crimes, so he 
made a public declaration to the radio station, 
calling out the atrocities he had witnessed. He 
resigned from service and fled the country, 
becoming, once again, a refugee.

We have met occasionally over the years and 
tried to keep in touch, but John has moved 
around from camp to camp, trying to provide 
for his family and find a place of sanctuary. Life 
has not been easy. I sometimes wonder where 
John is, what struggles he is facing and if he is 
holding on in faith through the trials of life. 

Recently we heard again from John. He 
was living in yet another camp but contrary 
to expectation, his message was one of 
thankfulness. He has found a new ministry, 
a new holy calling, and in his message we 
glimpsed that eternal hope…

First of all, I am today alive due to grace of 
Almighty God. I am grateful to Almighty 
God for saving my life when I fell into an 
ambush of rebels. Therefore, my prayer to 
Almighty God is: if He has a plan to use me, 
here I am ready to be used for His service. 
 
Here within the camp we live a life where 
we have no idea about what tomorrow 
will bring. However, since it is God who 
knows about us and the future, I welcome 
Him in my heart.

God has built strong courage in me 
to understand the Bible as it speaks to 
me more powerfully than any human. 
Through that strength it pushed me to ask 
the question: ‘If the Bible can strengthen 
me, why don’t I bring others who are 
undergoing the same problems that I am 
passing through?’ 

As I wondered how I could be of service, I 
was prompted to invite some friends, who 
are refugees like me, so to that we are 
strengthened together by the gospel of 
Christ. So our fellowship group began. 

We meet and study the Bible together 
and pray. At the start it was amazing for 
me to fellowship with people of different 
backgrounds, since it’s not a field that I am 
well equipped in. Back home in Yei, I was 
involved in such fellowships, but I know 
it’s only God and the help of Holy Spirit 
that enables me to start and lead a group 
here in the camp.

My story is a long story, but God has  
inspired and enabled me, using me even 
here in the camp. Looking forward for more 
courage. What has God in store for me in 
the next chapter? 

Jenny Smyth 
Mission Director

Image: John’s new Bible study group 
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transformed in Christ
New beginnings in Egypt

living witnesses
Sharing hope in Nepal

Michael’s story
Bishop Mouneer writes…
After graduating from high school, Michael 
struggled to find a job in Alexandria, 
so he attempted to illegally cross the 
Mediterranean to find a better future 
in Europe. Unfortunately, the boat was 
overloaded and capsized, and several 
people drowned. The border navy patrol 
was able to rescue Michael and the others 
and return them to Egypt. 

Later on, Michael heard about our project 
‘Together we develop Egypt’, in which we 
train Christian and Muslim young people 
in different professions. He chose to be 
trained in hairdressing and now does 
hairdressing at his home, as well as visiting 
people at their homes to cut their hair. 
 
Michael recently shared his testimony 
that God rescued him and that, through 
the Good Shepherd Anglican Church at 
Ras Elsoda, Alexandria, he was able to 
receive new hope in life without illegal 
immigration.

 Abdul’s story
Bonita Dirk writes…
Nuba Mountain Bible Institute, Cairo (NBIC) 
has brought hope to our students and the 
wider Sudanese refugee community in a 
variety of ways. 
 
Abdul (not his real name), one of our recent 
graduates, told us how much NBIC impacted 
him. He told us that before studying at NBIC 
he felt he had no value and was not able to 
contribute to his community in meaningful 
ways. He is now assistant to his pastor, who 
is confident that if he ever has to leave the 
church, he will be able to entrust the church 
into Abdul’s hands!  
 
Abdul now feels respected in his extended 
family as a spiritual leader. He leads his family 
in devotions and prays with them regularly. 
When he was a student, Abdul also initiated 
pastoral visits by a group of students to people 
in the community who were sick or in need 
of prayer. This tradition has continued. He has 
been empowered and equipped through his 
studies at NBIC to serve his family, church,  
and community.

Bonita is the Director of NBIC

Since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, CMSI’s Global 
Partners in Nepal have been putting faith into action by caring for 
vulnerable communities throughout the country. Our friends at 
Human Development and Community Services (HDCS) share some 
highlights of their recent work. 

The context
At the time of writing, Nepal has over to 
210,000 reported cases of Covid – but as 
HDCS’s Executive Director Kapil Sharma 
points out, the disease is particularly 
problematic in the capital city.  

Kathmandu is a hotbed for Covid-19 with 
60% of all active cases in the country and with 
infection spreading at an explosive rate. As 
government and private hospitals in Kathmandu 
fill up with Covid-19 patients, some of them are 
offering rented hotel rooms or home care to 
meet the surge of the seriously sick. Even then, 
these extensions of the hospitals can only cater 

to patients with milder symptoms, and there 
is no room in the ICUs if their condition gets 
worse.

The recent decision to stop free testing across 
Nepal for Covid-19 has direct impacts on 
the poor and marginalised of the country. 
Their accessibility of the treatment has been 
very limited since it is difficult for these 
people to pay the test fees. As a Christian, 
service-oriented organisation, HDCS has a big 
responsibility to serve poor and marginalised 
people free of cost.

Page 7
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*Asha Bal Bikash Sewa means ‘Children’s Hope Development Service’

Hospital care 
HDCS manages three rural hospitals in 
Nepal. In the early weeks of the pandemic, 
all three were quick to set up fever clinics 
and isolation wards. This meant that HDCS 
was able to accept the governments’ 
request to help treat Covid patients.  
Kapil continues:

We are so thankful for the dedication 
shown by our staff to serve the people 
who are in need. Food distribution was 
done and required medicines, supplies and 
PPE were purchased. We praise God for 
His protection over our staff and patients. 
There has not been any death in our 
hospitals due to Covid.

Responding to deeper impacts
Most of the infected go through some kind 
of trauma because of the stigma attached 
to the virus. Some of them told us that 
they would like to commit suicide when 
they came positive. So, they were provided 
good care and counseling. 

Amid the challenging times, it is truly a 
privilege to serve the people; to witnesses 
the love of Christ in words and actions. 
It has been our joy not a job, working in 
this challenging situation and sharing with 
people the hope we have in the Lord. 

We would like to extend our gratitude 
to each of you for your encouragement, 
prayer and support in our journey to 
be living witnesses of God’s love and 
transform our communities.

 

ABBS food distribution
Asha Bal Bikash Sewa* (ABBS) is an HDCS 
programme that is well known to many CMSI 
supporters. We have been supporting the 
programme in various ways since its beginnings 
in 1993. ABBS provides daycare support for 
children and young adults with disabilities. It 
also engages in training, awareness raising and 
community education to challenge stigmas 
around disability and to help the young people 
integrate into mainstream society.

The ABBS Director, Tulsa Sharma recently 
reported on a food distribution programme, 
supported by CMSI. Tulsa writes:

As part of its response to the Covid-19 crisis, ABBS 
took the initiative of conducting this programme 
after identifying the financial problems of ABBS 
parents. Most of the parents in ABBS are from 
working class families and due to the crisis, many 
of them were out of job as the whole country 
was in lockdown for several months. With your 
help, we were able to help the needy parents with 
food, medicine and other necessities.

Serving others is one of the core values of 
HDCS. Putting this value into action, ABBS 

helped over 225 families in Lalitpur, Chitwan 
and Rukum. This programme had a widespread 
impact in forming a community among parents 
of ABBS. It generated faith and trust of the 
families towards ABBS, KISC and HDCS. Even 
more, it created an opportunity to serve others 
and to be living witnesses of God’s love through 
righteousness and honesty.

We are planning to serve more families in time 
as they are not still working and lack financial 
support to feed their children and themselves. 
Let’s pray that we can feed more mouths in 
future and hope there are less empty stomachs 
in the world.

Let’s praise the Lord for his work in disguise 
and his mysterious ways of touching people’s 
lives through ABBS. Praise the Lord for his 
blessings that he showers through wonderful 
people and believers. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
your help in understanding the plight of our 
ABBS children and their parents. Because of 
your kindness and love, we have been able to 
accomplish this goal.

Collaborative caring at SDSS
Throughout the past seven months, SD 
Church and their social outreach charity 
SDSS, have responded to the Covid 
crisis in lots of different ways, including: 
providing logistical support to the local 
Covid Isolation Centre; distributing food 
to vulnerable families; training ambulance 
drivers in Covid precautions.

With support from CMSI funds, SDSS 
recently worked with the provincial and 
local governments to plan and implement 
a ‘Covid-19 Awareness and Resilience 
Project.’ Using FM radio broadcasts and 
educational posters, the project raised 
awareness of Covid-19 and provided 
guidance around protection from the 
disease and reduction of its spread. 

SDSS is thankful for this opportunity to 
work collaboratively with government 
agencies and to help shape aspects of the 
project, particularly around care of people 
living with disabilities.

Living WitnessesLiving Witnesses
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Embracing new opportunities

embracing new
opportunities

For all of us, 2020 has been a year of 
adjustment. We’ve had to change our approach 
to daily life and adapt to new patterns in our 
work, our worship, our relationships, our 
shopping and so much more.

While these changes have certainly taken their 
toll and have added to the pervading sense of 
‘doom’ that surrounds all things Covid, this has 
also been a time of learning and discovery for 
many people. We’ve been forced to explore 
and embrace new opportunities. This is 
certainly true for CMSI. 

Here are just a few of our ‘silver linings’  
from 2020…

New initiatives
Our learning from online events and 
meetings has given rise to a number 
of new initiatives, some of which have 
already been successfully launched: 

• The Prayer Room – Short, online 
prayer gathering on the first 
Wednesday of every month

• The Reading Room – A chance for 
a parish group to study scripture 
alongside their global partners

• Virtual Volunteering – Opportunities  
to support the global Church remotely

• Study Internships and courses –  
A chance to study and reflect upon 
the biblical basis and the practical 
outworking of key mission themes

Better use of video messages
Allied to our story sharing is a marked step-up 
in our production of video material. With so 
many churches moving part or all of their 
services online, we have been able to provide 
short films for sermons, greetings or stories. 
These have been very well received. Do let us 
know if we can help resource you and your 
parish with a short video input.

More stories and blogs
We love sharing stories. Since April, our output 
of blog reflections, news updates and Global 
Partner stories has increased dramatically. This 
has helped us champion our partners voices 
and it enhances our ability to inspire and inform 
God’s people throughout Ireland. Do have a 
look at the ‘Stories’ section of the CMSI website!

Wider connections
We really miss the face-to-face contact 
and fellowship that characterises so 
much of our work, especially at our 
main events: Shine and Ignite. However, 
moving these events online allowed 
us to connect partners from various 
global locations with CMSI members and 
supporters from different parts of Ireland 
and beyond.Ignite saw almost 100 people 
from 12 countries gathering to learn, 
worship and pray together.

Details of all events – including registration links - can be found on 
the events page of the CMSI website (cmsireland.org/events).

Images: Archbishop Masimango (DR Congo) at Ignite online conference
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Voices of thanks

Olo Diocese
Bishop Tandema writes:

CMSI’s Covid-19 support has been received 
with many thanks. This support has 
brought hope to people in the diocese. 
With the funds we received, the diocese 
was able to acquire washing soap, table 
salt and beans. One of the groups reached 
was a group of blind people. A 68-year old 
lady called Eunice confessed that it was the 
first time she has had received any support 
from the Church:

“Nobody has ever thought about us. We 
have also thought we are not important. 
But this support has created hope in us and 
we now know that the church is thinking 
about us.”

Ibba Diocese*
Following devastating floods in July and August, 
Ibba Diocese reached out to care for some of 
those who had been worst hit. The diocese was 
able to access support to provide shelter and 
sanitation facilities but they asked CMSI to help 
them provide much-needed food. 

A group of older women who benefitted from 
the food relief expressed their happiness to the 
diocese for seeing their need and responding.

Alice, a grandmother of three children, said: 

“I lost all my harvest that would help me 
throughout this season because the river 
extended in that week of my harvest and 
washed away all my ground nuts. No one had 
provided food which was the [biggest] need but 
I thank the Church that has seen our problem of 
food and helped us with these food items.”

An older, blind man named Gardino, who lives 
with his granddaughter, shared that he was very 
happy because even though he didn’t ask, the 
Church still sent people to go and register him 
for food items. This was the first time for him 
to receive food since the flood destroyed his 
ground nuts’ farm. Gardino said:

“I thank God for the food given me by the 
Church. May God bless those who bought the 
food for people like me”.

voices of thanks
Celebrating hope in South Sudan

Image: Rachel’s morning view Page 13
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connected, equipped, 
transformed
Rachel reflects

In September, we bade a fond farewell to Rachel 
Brittain after 16 years on the CMSI staff team. 
Rachel recently shared the following reflection 
on the CMSI website.

Like a lot of people, I have spent much of 
2020 close to home. From the start of April, I 
was on furlough from CMSI, so I was able to 
give my full attention to my family and take 
on the responsibility for home-schooling our 
four children.

This time was often fun, sometimes 
overwhelming and seldom peaceful. In an 
effort to find some quiet, I began a new daily 
pattern by sitting silently and watching the 
sun rise. How quickly our minds become 
small and our perspectives turn inward. After 
a few anxious mornings, I thought it best to 
read through the Psalms to help me in my 
search for peace.

Psalm 24 immediately jumped out at me and 
took me back to my Youth Fellowship days 
singing Graham Kendricks 'The Earth is the 
Lord’s and Everything in it', where the men 
and women sing alternate lines. We can easily 
forget that God is Lord of all, even Bangor or 
Belfast, Uganda or Nepal and beyond.

When I walked into CMSI’s Belfast office in 
January 2004, I never thought it would be the 
start of an exciting and challenging 16-year 
career. I came to my new job without much 
life experience or global knowledge and I just 
loved learning about new countries, making 
connections with people across Ireland and 
developing my skills in my new position.

The CMSI tag line is 'Connect, Equip, 
Transform'. I think God wants that for each of 
us! I feel connected and loved by people right 
across the global Church; I have been equipped 
with prayer support and learning opportunities; 
I have been transformed from a young 22-year-
old girl starting her first job to someone with a 
love for God, His earth and everything in it. 

I pray that God will continue to use CMSI to 
connect, equip and transform people right 
across His earth. I will miss my CMSI family 
so much and hope to remain connected as a 
CMSI Star, helping to shine brightly alongside 
my fellow ‘Stars of the County Down’! 
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In 1990, I had the great privilege of being part of a 
CMSI Mission Experience Team Abroad (META) to 
Kenya. As a young student, this experience set a 
direction for life. 

Coming from rural Wicklow, I had never been 
to Northern Ireland before, much-less Africa; 
neither had I met people from different cultural 
backgrounds (including the Norn’ Irish). However, 
spending a month in Kenya with young people 
from all across Ireland opened my horizons in 
many ways.

I expected to be amazed by the local Maasai people, 
the animals and the environment, and I certainly 
was. Unexpectedly however, I also made great 
lifelong friends and met role models in Ronnie and 
the Briggs family, who were Mission Partners. Our 
faith was challenged and strengthened in a whole 
new way and like many, I fell in love with Africa and 
left part of my heart there.

Our group was led by Jim and Ollie Kennaugh 
who brought their young son Jamie along with 
them, so we became a big family. We stayed 

30 years and  
still counting

CMSI Trustee and former Mission Partner Norman Jackson 
reflects on an anniversary and considers the long-term impact  
of CMSI teams.

mainly in Kajiado, working with the Maasai Rural 
Training Centre, where they taught agriculture, 
building, tanning and much more. Some of us 
painted a new house, others did carpentry or 
plumbing and I tried drawing plans. We worked 
with local students who were kind enough to 
share their stories and skills. It was great to spend 
time working with and talking to young Maasai, 
whose life experiences were so different.  

A few years later, after marrying Isobel and with 
two small children, I returned to Africa, this time 
to Uganda as long-term Mission Partners with 
CMSI. We spent almost eight years there and 
witnessed great tragedy, great beauty, great 
hope and great joy. We hosted a number of CMSI 
Teams and it was great to see how their lives 
were being challenged and moulded. 

Isobel was ordained into the Anglican Church in 
Uganda and we now live and work in Cork where 
Isobel is rector of a parish and the first missionary 
from Ruwenzori Diocese sent to Europe.

As 2020 marks 30 years since we travelled out, 
we decided to connect with our old team via 
WhatsApp. We have tracked down most people 
and have had great fun sharing memories, stories 
and photos. Some of us even managed to get 
together on Zoom.

As we have chatted and reminisced, it has 
been clear that our lives are not the only ones 
that were impacted by that first visit to Kenya. 
These trips are not just about what we can bring 
overseas, or what we can do for others, although 
both are beneficial. It is more about our shared 
learning of God’s love, His grace and His plans for 
us in His service.

Norman’s 1990 team leader, Jim 
Kennaugh writes:

I have always marvelled at the tremendous 
impact CMSI Teams have had on their 
participants. These mission experience 
took people out of their comfort zone and 
placed them where they would witness 
first hand the Lord at work through 
His people. Few would return home 
unchanged. 

So many over the years ended up in 
full-time ministry and service: lay and 
ordained, Mission Partners and church 
ministry. The return on investment for the 
Church of Ireland was immense. Long will 
be the line before the throne on that final 
day of good and faithful saints who served 
their Lord and Saviour through CMSI.

1990 team-mate Helen Orr writes:
I had a blast - a very positive experience 
on that trip. Special memories and great 
laughs! I made one of my lifelong friends 
on that trip, and we have been firm friends 
for 30 years.

I stayed with a family and the mum was 
pregnant. A baby girl was born a few 
months after we came home and they 
named her Helen after me. I corresponded 
with the family for a while afterwards.

Image: The 1990 team in Kenya, with Bishop Masajja Image: Team reunion in 2003

Sadly, our planned 2020 team visits and 
short-term placements feel foul of Covid-19, 
but we give thanks for the many hundreds 
of people who have visited or hosted our 
partners over the years. We pray that God 
would continue to multiply the impacts and 
blessings of these experiences. 

If a CMSI visit had a significant impact 
on your life, do get in touch to share 
your story – or post something on our 
Facebook page.
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Keeping it local

In CMSI, we believe that mission is always local in its expression and 
outworking, even if it is supported from other parts of the world. This is just 
as true for churches across Ireland as for our Global Partners. Throughout 
2020, we have heard stories of imaginative ways in which parishes are 
reaching out into their own communities, to share a bit of hope.

St Hilda’s, Kilmakee (Dunmurry)
When Seymour Hill and Conway housing estates 
were being built in the 1950s, Connor Diocese 
obtained a central site for a church, with a vision 
for caring for those moving into the new estates. 
St Hilda’s sits beside the local primary school. 
When the church was recently redeveloped, a 
nursing home was built on the parish grounds. 
This church is very much at the heart of its 
community and it engages in various ministries to 
share God’s love.

As the Rector of St Hilda’s, Rev David Boyland 
writes, this commitment to offer hope has been 
evident during 2020. 

“Here in St. Hilda’s, when faced with lockdown 
and with many in the community facing 
isolation and loneliness, we felt contact with 
people was of the essence. We did this through 
providing cooked meals twice a week to some 
of the most vulnerable in the community. 
We also provided lunches to staff in the local 
nursing home. 

“Knitted crosses were also given to housebound 
people with the simple message that we were 
praying for them. These measures, along with 
phone calls and social media connections, 
helped to bring hope into what continues to be 
a very difficult situation for many.”

Baking Ministry
When inMission recently asked a rector 
what they had been up to in recent 
months, they replied to explain that, in 
addition to recording a Sunday service and 
midweek reflection, they had been “baking 
like mad and delivering to folk”, because 
“even three to five minutes at the front 
door means a lot to people.”

keeping it local
Expressing God’s hope where we are

In my recent hunt for inMission cover images, I re-discovered this 
painting. It hangs in the National Gallery in London, which is where I first 
encountered it. I’ve returned to the gallery a couple of times just to stand and 
look at this one painting. It may not be everyone’s cup of tea… but I love it!

At first, the picture looks pretty bleak – not 
particularly colourful, not especially interesting. 
But, on closer inspection, the scene and the story 
start to reveal themselves: the discarded crutches; 
the man sitting against the rock, praying in front of 
a crucifix; the trinity of trees mirroring the spires 
of the gothic cathedral that emerges through the 
gloom; the shoots of grass poking through the 
blanket of snow; the pink, orange glow of a new 
dawn. This is an image of hope. 

The painting reminds me of the biblical story of 
Hagar, which we recently explored in church. 
Genesis 16 recounts how this Egyptian slave 
girl becomes embroiled in an ill-judged scheme 
to secure Abraham’s promised heir. At first 
reading, it is an uncomfortable episode: Hagar 
experiences abuse, ill treatment and rejection at 
the hands of God’s chosen ones. Looking more 
closely however, we see a beautiful story of God’s 
grace in the midst of despair.

In the space of just a few verses, we discover 
that God pursues Hagar – a mere ‘nobody’ in 
the context of our story; He calls her by name; 
He sees her; He hears her; He speaks to her, 
making promises about her future descendants. 
Ultimately, Hagar returns to Abraham’s household 
and her dignity is restored.

This is the way of hope. We witness it time and 
again throughout God’s dealing with His people. 
We see it in the stories that we celebrate at 
Advent and Christmas.

In the midst of darkness, God brings light. In 
the midst of turmoil, God brings peace. In the 
midst of suffering, God brings healing. Into the 
very heart of our brokenness, fear and pain, God 
brings himself… in our midst. This is a truth for 
these times. This is our story. Let us cling to it and 
claim it. Let us share it and declare it. 

In the  
midst
A short reflection  
on hope

By Roger Cooke
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Image: St Hilda’s, Kilmakee

‘This church is very 
much at the heart of  
its community.’

Image: Caspar David Friedrich, ‘Winter Landscape’, c. 1811, Oil on canvas; London, The National Gallery
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snippets 
cmsi news in brief

Donate for free as you shop
Online shopping is likely to be more 
popular than ever this Christmas and 
into 2021. Don’t forget that when you 
shop online (and pay in Sterling) you can 
donate to CMSI for free. Simply sign-up 
with easyfundraising.org.uk, search 
for ‘Church Mission Society Ireland’ and 
select us as your chosen charity. 

New chapter for Scotts 
Keith and Lyn Scott’s current term of 
Mission Partner service in Zambia is 
drawing to a close. They will be returning 
to Ireland on 6th December for six months 
of Home Assignment. During this time, 
we will be exploring new opportunities 
with Keith and Lyn. Possibilities include 
relocating to work alongside a new Global 
Partner, or moving into retirement, but 
continuing in a peripatetic role, supporting 
a number of different partners with 
theological education.

Please pray for Keith and Lyn in this time 
of transition back to Ireland and as they 
seek God’s guidance for the next steps. 
They will be speaking at a number of link 
parishes in the new year. If restrictions 
and parish arrangements permit, you 
may be able to catch up with one of their 
presentations. Contact Gillian Maganda 
for a copy of their schedule.

Farewell Rachel
As you will have read on Page 13, Rachel 
Brittain recently said farewell to the CMSI 
staff. We will miss her deeply, but we are so 
thankful for her time on the team. Reflecting 
on Rachel’s departure, Jenny Smyth said:

“Rachel leaves the CMSI staff team after 16 
years, and it has been a wonderful privilege 
to work alongside her. You always knew 
when Rachel arrived in the office as she 
brought with her a cheerful energy: coffee 
breaks were full of news and chat. She had 
a special concern for the individuals who 
faithfully support the society, and her gifts 
of creative hospitality and love of people 
will be greatly missed. 

“During her time with CMSI Rachel helped 
organise and host numerous events, 
shaped the Children’s Resource and helped 
develop the website. She also visited our 
Global Partners in Kenya and Uganda and 
developed the ‘Marketplace’ initiative – a 
practical response to empower those who 
inspired her on these visits. 

“Rachel is still very much part of the 
CMSI family so we will all continue to be 
strengthened and cheered by her presence. 
Thank you, Rachel! We all ask God’s 
blessing on you in your new venture and for 
your lovely family.”

‘So go on cheering and strengthening each 
other’ (1 Thes. 5:11 – JB Phillips)
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Children’s Resource goes online
On 21st January, we will launch our 2020 
Children’s Resource, Heroes Of Hope. While 
the new resource will share similarities with 
previous editions, there will also be some 
noticeable changes. 

As always, there will be Bible lessons, stories 
from the global Church, short films and 
activities for different age groups – all around 
the theme of ‘hope’. But the Heroes Of Hope 
material will all be available to view and 
download for free. The updated format and 
style of the resource will also lend itself to the 
new ways in which churches and families are 
providing biblical teaching to their children. 
Look out for further details in the new year!

CMSI Christmas cards & gifts
If you are looking for Christmas Cards or gifts 
that help support the global Church, don’t 
forget our Marketplace range. You can drop 
in to the Belfast Office to view and purchase 
items – the crafts are displayed at the entrance 
hall of our offices. Or you can request items 
by phone or email and donate for them online. 
We’ll mail them out to you.

Image: Keith and Lyn Scott with Isabelle Prondzynski and Louise Githire Image: Rachel with the CMSI staff team at her leaving lunch
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Hope Dawns
An online service of carols and stories  

for Advent and Christmas

Music, readings and prayers from across the Church of Ireland

Stories of hope from the global Church 

 
Launching on 1st December as a virtual event

Service video material available for free from 2nd December

 
www.cmsireland.org/hope-dawns


