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In our last update on our Global Partners in DRC we 
asked you to pray about the presidential elections 
which had been delayed for two years. The election 
was eventually held in December 2018, although in 
some areas voting was restricted reportedly due to the 
risk of Ebola. Felix Tshisekedi was elected and took 
office on 24 January 2019. This has been the first 
peaceful handing over of power in DRC since 
independence. According to reports by Aljazeera, 
Tshisekedi has promised to reinvigorate justice and 
fight corruption in Congo. Let us pray for this new 
president and for a positive future for DRC.

Those of you who receive our prayer diary will have 
prayed recently for the new ordinands in Kindu 
Diocese. Their ordination has been delayed because 
they could not afford to purchase vestments. We thank 
God that funds were available from CMSI supporters to 
assist these upcoming leaders of the church in Congo 
and Archbishop Masimango is making plans for their 
ordination in the coming months. He has promised to 
send photos of the ordination which we hope to share 
in our next update.

I recently enjoyed a day with the young people of Sligo 
Grammar School in March exploring sustainable 
development, equity and privilege. This was a follow-up 
to Archbishop Masimango’s visit to the school in 
September last year. Pray for all those with whom 
CMSI engages concerning the issues in DRC; it would 
be wonderful to have more parishes linked with our 
partners in DRC.

Ebola is a problem that concerns all our partners in 
DRC at present. There has been no improvement in the 
situation since the last update, and for some of our 
partners concerns have increased. The WHO reported 
on 7th March:

“The Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak is continuing 
with moderate intensity. Katwa and Butembo remain 
the major health zones of concern, while small clusters 
continue simultaneously in some geographically 
dispersed locations. During the last 21 days (13 
February – 5 March 2019), 76 new confirmed and 
probable cases have been reported…, including…
Butembo (17)… Masereka (3)...”

Butembo and Masereka are both prominent centres for 
North Kivu Diocese. Bishop Isesomo has asked to pray 
about this risk especially in Butembo. He tells us that 
some people have been infected within a few blocks of 
the Diocesan Children’s home. Mama Mbambu has 
been extremely concerned for the children in her care. 
Along with Semiliki Trust we recently supported the 
children’s home with funds to install Ebola precautions 
which mostly include outdoor hand washing facilities 
and prevention education.
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Bishop Desiré has also requested assistance to 
provide risk reduction programmes in Goma. Bukavu 
and Kindu are further away from the affected areas 
and neither Archbishop Masimango nor Bishop Bahati 
have prioritised this issue for action. Let us pray for 
protection for the children’s home and for containment 
of the virus, but also for the many who are living in 
fear and for the impact that this has on everyday life in 
Eastern Congo.

There is, however, good news coming from Butembo 
too. The second house for the children is already well 
under way, supported by the Congo Church 
Association and Semiliki Trust. The third house has 
just been started, supported by two CMSI link 
parishes here in Ireland. This will provide much 
needed extra space for the children. Many little ones 
have been ill and in need of hospital treatment over 
the past few months, CMSI was able to send some 
emergency funds for hospital fees and nutrition 
support last month, but your prayers are needed for 
Mama Mbambu and the children as they face really 
challenging conditions.

Bishop Bahati is planning pastoral training for those 
who will be ordained in July. He says:

“The Bukavu Diocese aims to train and ordain 15 new 
deacons with their spouses to respond to the need of 
ministers in local churches. Those who have finished 
Theology and Bible School Education will receive 
additional 2 weeks training to get more knowledge in 
how to care for parishioners and the challenges facing 
the Church today.”

Presently we have funds to support only a few of 
these deacons. Please pray that this important 
training will be accomplished and that these new 
deacons will be able to face the challenges ahead. 

It is very obvious that the church in DRC is playing a 
vital part in the lives of many who are marginalised, 
thank you for continuing to support and pray for our 
Global Partners.

With best wishes for Easter,    

Linda                     

Linda Abwa 
(Partnership Coordinator for DR Congo, Egypt and South Sudan)
lindaabwa@cmsireland.org
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Foundations for new buildings at Butembo 
children’s home.
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