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I’m delighted to send you an update from our 
Global Partners in Rwanda. 

Rwanda has begun 100 days of mourning to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of a genocide 
that tore the small country apart. A quarter of a 
century after the April 1994 genocide, Rwanda is 
prospering. The tiny, landlocked land with a 
population of little more than 12 million offers the 
world an image of stability and contentment, but 
the genocide has had far-reaching consequences 
not only for Rwanda itself, but also for the country’s 
relationship with its neighbours.

This week, our Partners in both Shyogwe Diocese 
and Kibungo Diocese held their respective 
services to pray, reflect and mourn the loss of the 
many individuals who died.

Rev Jean Pierre Methode (Diocesan Development 
Officer, Shyogwe) and Rev Viateur Ntarindwa 
thanked us for our thoughts and prayers. Many of 
the Diocesan staff and local community members 
gathered at Gatenzi Chapel on Sunday 7th April, 
and Rev Joseph Sehorana addressed those 
gathered.  A further gathering will be held on 10th 
April where Rev Jean Pierre will speak and 
encourage the local community from God’s word, 
focusing on repentance, forgiveness and 
reconciliation as Rwanda continues to rebuild. 

Rev Jean Pierre encourages us to, “Pray that 
peace will prevail in the region, so that ministry can 
continue and God’s Kingdom will be extended 
throughout the land.”

Rev Adam Quigley from the parishes of Castlerock, 
Dunboe and Fermoyle, reflecting on the Rwandan 
situation had this to say, “We can learn a lot on how 
to forgive from our brothers and sisters in Rwanda, 
and it remains a place of fondness for those of us in 
N. Ireland who have visited and experienced first-
hand the love and hospitality of our partners”.

 

CMSI Global Update
Dear Friends…

Rev Jean Pierre addresses the community at 
Gatenzi Chapel



www.cmsireland.org

facebook.com/cmsireland

@cmsireland

In spite of Rwanda’s difficult history, the work of the 
church and our partners is flourishing. It was lovely 
to hear from Diocesan staff in Shyogwe that the 
Parish of Zion Hill was able to hold an official 
wedding ceremony for 12 couple’s mid-March, 
whose marriages were not legally recognised. 

Each of the families brought their children to be 
baptised at the same time, with 30 kids and their 
parents being welcomed into the community of the 
Church. What a beautiful picture of God’s amazing 
grace and the wisdom of our partners in enabling 
families to make their vows before God in an 
affordable way.  

Rev. Viateur 
Ntarindwa who 
visited in 
Ireland in 2014 
as part of our 
200 years 
celebrations, 
has been 
involved in a 
new church plant in Kiyumba.  From virtually 
nothing, God has been adding to their numbers.   
They now have 22 members who have surrendered 
their lives to Jesus and Viateur is seeking to invest 
in the lives of these young believers through 
discipleship, teaching and prayer. It has been a 
blessing and a joy to see God’s Spirit at work in the 
lives of individuals and their desire is that more will 
come to faith, and extend God’s Kingdom 
throughout the surrounding area. 

The church is 
Kiyumba have 
managed to buy 
a plot of land 
measuring just 
over 3000 
square metres 
which comes 
with a small 
dilapidated 
dwelling, which they hope to renovate to become a 
prayer room. The parish has strategies and plans in 
place, but recognise that the foundation of any 
ministry is prayer, which unleashes God’s power to 
bring about spiritual growth. 

Thanks for your continued partnership and 
prayer,        

Gillian    

Gillian Maganda 
(Personnel Manager)
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